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THE following Sermons were preached under 
circumstances which necessarily limited the sub- 
jects of which they treat, to what the apostle 
considers ‘‘the first principles of the oracles of 
God.’ Were it not that even these have become 
again, in our day, matters of doubt and contention, 
the publication of a few Discourses, which he who 
preached them viewed as only containing the first 
great elements of Christian truth, might well be 
considered superfluous. 

It has been thought best to place the Sermons 
rather according to the order of their subjects, 
than according to the order in which they were 
_ preached. It will therefore be remarked, that the 

one for Good Friday precedes the one for the 
Sunday before Easter. 
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SERMON I. 
GOSPEL OF FORGIVENESS. 


“ Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye 
reconciled to God. For He hath made Him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in Him.’’—2 Cor. v. 20, 21. 

WE have all a certain amount of knowledge and 

experience of the ways of men, and we judge of 

other men from what we have found in those we 
know. And if you will consider what your usual 
thoughts of God are—I mean your usual natural 
thoughts and suggestions as to His character and 
ways—you shall find that you judge of Him after 
the same measure, and that you unconsciously take 
your impression as to what, under given circum- 
stances, you are to expect at men’s hands, and 
transfer it, as enabling you to judge what under 
similar circumstances you have to expect from 
God. For instance, you do not expect a man 
whom you have offended, injured, or insulted, to 
receive you into friendship and favour again, until 
you shall have voluntarily come‘forward with an 
adequate apology, or made good your injury, or 
in some way acknowledged yourself in the wrong. 
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More particularly is this the case if the supposed 
person be your superior. According to the same 
standard you judge of God; and, as you are 
conscious that you have grieved and offended Him 
more egregiously and more habitually than you 
ever have your fellow-man, you take it for granted 
that He can be making no advances to you, but at 
the best can only be waiting to see whether you 
will be ashamed of your wickedness, and ask His 
forgiveness—waiting until you shall have done 
somewhat in testimony of your having come to a 
better mind. And accordingly, conscious as you 
are that you have merited the divine displeasure, 
you are—in these moments when you yield to 
serious reflections—asking yourselves the question, 
what shall I do that I may enter into the favour 
of God ? 

Now, this is a totally false way of judging of 
God, and it leads us to totally false conclusions. 
His ways are not as our ways, nor His thoughts 
as our thoughts. Among men, the person who 
has done wrong begs the person whom he has 
offended to be reconciled to him. But the Gospel 
says, that God whom we have offended approaches 
us with the entreaty, ‘‘ Be ye reconciled unto Me.”’ 
This may well appear unto us an extraordinary 
paradox, that “‘ God is in Christ reconciling the 
world unto Himself,’? and that the office of the 
apostles was, and of all preachers of the Gospel 
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is, to go about among men, and in God’s name 
to say to them, ‘‘ Be ye reconciled unto God.’” 
The question then is not, How shall God be recon- 
ciled unto us? but, How shall we be reconciled 
unto God? The difficulty does not now lie with 
Him whom we have provoked, but with us who are 
the offenders. He is reconciled, and our offence 
has been atoned for, but our enmity remains. 

God made Him to be sin for us who knew no 
sin; for He treated Him as the representative of 
all mankind. He laid upon Him the chastisement 
of our sins. Jesus died, because death was the 
divine retribution for our sins. The Son of God, 
a divine person, having become man, died a man’s 
death under the displeasure of God that was due 
for our sins. By His death our sins were expiated, 
taken out of the way, extinguished. The divine 
displeasure against us terminated. God was recon- 
ciled, and thenceforth Christ sent out ambassadors 
to all men, who speak in Christ’s name, and who 
say what He would Himself say if He were still 
on the earth, ‘* Be ye reconciled unto God.”’ - Nay, 
the language is stronger even than that, for St. 
Paul says, “‘ As though God did beseech you by 
us’’; and again, he says, ‘‘ We pray you in 
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled unto God.”’ 

Yet men are always talking about making their 
‘peace with God.”’ During the busy and energetic 
period of their lives, they are looking forward to 
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the calm retirement of their last years, as a time 
during which they may have leisure to make their 
peace with God. Some of you may perhaps 
remember how frequently that expression occurs 
in the familiar letters of one of our greatest British 
commanders, who bore the burden of so many 
heavy campaigns, and of all the political manage- 
ment of European affairs during his time, and 
who, in almost every letter, while manfully doing 
his duty for his queen and country, expresses his 
constant longing with almost effeminate intensity, 
for an expected time of retirement and freedom 
from care, in which he should be able to apply 
himself to this work of ‘‘ making his peace with 
God.’’ The expression is still common. Perhaps 
you have used it yourselves. Or, if the phrase be 
somewhat out of use, as belonging to the early 
years of the last century, other phrases are em- 
ployed to express exactly the same thing. 

Yet you see how contrary such an expression 
is to the truth of the Gospel. How contrary it 
is to all that Christ’s ambassadors were sent forth 
and endowed with the Holy Ghost to proclaim. 
God is beseeching us to be reconciled to Him. 
The word to us is, ‘“‘ Enter into peace.’’ Through 
all our wanderings one voice has pursued us, 
“* Be ye reconciled unto God.’? We have fled from 
the voice of God, we have hid ourselves from Him, 
we have refused to think of Him, we have grasped 
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at anything that could divert our minds from that 
theme, we have hated His commandments and all 
His ways; and yet that word was the only one 
from Him that still sought us out, and in the 
which He waited for a hearing, ‘‘ Be reconciled 
unto God’’; “‘ Turn ye, for why. will ye die?’’ 
Meantime we had many foolish thoughts of re- 
conciling God to us, many occasional days of 
dreary self-reproaches and pangs of conscience, of 
transitory repentances, and strong resolutions 
which helped us not, ending probably only in 
increased hardness of heart, and in greater hope- 
lessness. They helped us not, for they were efforts 
not in God’s way. Vigorous and sincere efforts 
perhaps they were, but not of the sort that God 
invited us to, such indeed as had no foundation of 
faith in Him to support them; worse than un- 
profitable, for they kept our ear shut to the words, 
“* Be ye reconciled to God.’’ 

Surely one should have thought the difficulty 
was all removed when the offended one was 
reconciled, when all that the offender had to do 
was to enter into peace, and enjoy the restored 
favour of God. But thereby a difficulty has come 
into sight which till then -was unknown. The 
Gospel has disclosed a darker stain in the heart 
of fallen man than the law could detect. Sin 
has had a deeper source than mere infirmity, 
ignorance, strength of temptation, unfortunate 
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circumstances, and other such causes to which 
we are wont to refer it. The law could go so 
far, and it showed us that we did not come up 
to the mark; but the Gospel has discovered why 
we did not. Men did not know that they hated 
God; yet so soon as God came and dwelt among 
them their enmity appeared; as it is written, 
““They hated Me without a cause.’’ And when 
the reconciliation was proclaimed, and the for- 
giveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Ghost 
freely offered to men, then our opposition to God 
showed itself, in that while He was reconciled to 
us we could not be reconciled to Him. The carnal 
mind is enmity against God. That is the secret 
of an impenitent man’s position. He is separated 
from God by his own hatred of Him. God does 
not banish him, He opens His reconciled heart to 
him as a father longing over his child. The 
door stands free for him to enter, spiritual power 
whereby to know, love, and obey God, is ensured 
to him as a divine gift. There is no wall of 
separation, the veil of the temple has been rent 
from the top to the bottom. There is access with 
confidence, and he may draw near to God with 
full assurance of faith. The first act of obedience 
that God asks for now, is to believe that He has 
put away your sins by the blood of the cross. 
By nothing else can a man to whom the Gospel 
has been declared please God so well as by accept- 
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ing forgiveness. Not by asking for it merely, 
which, if we value it we will do, but by accepting 
it; not by doing something to procure His favour, 
but by entering into His favour; not by labouring 
to have your sins put away, but by believing that 
God has Himself put them away by the blood of 
His Son. 

But we who by baptism are members of the 
Church of Christ, stand in a different position 
from men to whom the Gospel is first presented. 
We stand already in the Church, and profess to 
have received forgiveness of sins, and to be in 
enjoyment of the gift of the Holy Ghost. We 
have partaken of the grace, and lie under the 
responsibilities of baptism. We are branches of 
the vine,—fruitful or unfruitful, living or withering 
branches. Our business has been to abide in the 
vine, and to suffer God, through the Holy Ghost, 
to bring forth in us fruits of faith and righteous- 
ness. The sins of which we are conscious are 
sins after baptism. They have been a going back 
to that from which we had been delivered. They 
have been a quenching and resisting the Holy 
Ghost with which we had been sealed unto the 
day of redemption. The casting-off of faith, 
ingratitude for the highest favour that God could 
bestow, indifference to the relation of sons into 
which He had exalted us, despite of the Spirit of 
Grace; these are some of the grave characteristics 
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of our wickedness as members of the body of 
Christ. And there is no new baptism for the 
remission of sins, nor shall God ever again make 
His Son an offering for their expiation. Yet he 
that confesseth and forsaketh his sins shall find 
mercy. And for that reason the Church has 
appointed that every service and act of worship 
should commence with confession of sin and 
declaration of forgiveness, and should be prefaced 
with an exhortation to repentance; and, for our 
greater assurance, those sentences are read which 
speak of mercy even to the chief of sinners. 
Take, for instance, that word of the apostle, 
““Tf we say that we have no sin we deceive our- 
selves and the truth is not in us; but if we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”’ 
Now we have heard that so often read, that we 
may perhaps have ceased to think of its meaning. 
But consider, the apostle addressed it not to the 
unbaptized, but to the baptized. He speaks there 
of sins in the Church; of sins after baptism; of 
sins whose characteristics are, despite of God’s 
grace, ingratitude for His gifts; the sins not of 
men merely, but of God’s sons; the sins of the 
joint-heirs with Christ; the sins of men who had 
been sealed with the Holy Ghost by the laying 
on of the apostles’ hands. These are the sins 
that he speaks of. Although then, there can be 
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no second act of expiation, no coming again to 
the laver of regeneration, nor any washing away 
of the past by a second rite of baptism, the apostle 
assures us, through the same blood of Jesus, of 
as complete a forgiveness as that which is freely 
given to those whose sin had not and could not 
have the same measure of heinousness by which 
ours is characterised. We therefore dare not say 
that our sins are more than the blood of Jesus 
can blot out, or on that account give ourselves 
up to wallow in the pollution we have fallen into; 
still less are we to judge of ourselves that we are 
reprobates who need not think of repentance. As 
little are we to torment ourselves with expiatory 
discipline, voluntary self-inflictions, or ascetic 
practices, as means of recovering the favour of 
God, or of putting ourselves in a position to ask 
for mercy. No; if you will confess your sins, 
He forgiveth. Do not even wait until you feel 
sufficiently conscious of the amount of your offence. 
Confess what you do see, and be forgiven. When 
you feel the love of God, you will begin to see 
somewhat more of the wickedness of your opposi- 
tion and mistrust. When the divine forgiveness 
brings forth in you its fruit of love and gratitude 
and confidence, you shall be able to look into the 
darkness and disorder of your own hearts with 
more and more true discernment, shame and 
abhorrence indeed, but without despair. Only as 
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we become pure shall we reach any just idea of 
the hatefulness of the least sin. Only as we 
become pure as Jesus is pure, shall we have a 
true estimate of what sin is in God’s sight. If 
you will not confess your sins until you think 
you sufficiently estimate their wickedness, you will 
never confess them at all. Sanctification shall 
begin in your hearts if you first accept forgiveness 
and peace; as you become more holy by God’s 
work upon you, you shall also become more aware 
of His love, more astonished at the mercy He 
showed in providing an expiation, more broken 
in spirit, and more contrite in heart. 

Do not be afraid that if you believe in the 
divine forgiveness it will encourage you in evil. 
Those who really believe in the forgiveness of 
sins will not turn it to licentiousness. You may 
perhaps have known hypocrites and_ plausible 
talkers about religion, and saw how they did 
turn the grace of God into licentiousness. But 
we are speaking of real faith and real confession. 
If you deal hypocritically with God, of course He 
will cause you to fall into greater and greater 
wickedness, that you may perchance become aware 
of your double-mindedness. If you suspect 
hypocrisy in yourselves, then see timeously from 
the condition of others what abomination it leads 
to, hate and abhor it as much as you can; but 
do not charge the fruit of hypocrisy upon the 
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Christian faith. Our Lord testifies of the woman 


im 


that was forgiven much, that ‘‘ she loved much,’’ 
for that reason. Put away your hypocrisy; deal 
openly with yourself; deal openly with God. 
Unfold to Him all that you know of your own 
hearts; and do not waste yourselves with the 
torment of self-accusations, but let healing enter 
into you and peace through the blood of the 
Lamb. Remember the description which the 
psalmist gives of himself in Psalm xxxii. At 
first he was impenitent, and then, when he 
thought on God, he was troubled. He would not 
humble himself, and did not confess his sins; 
and he says, ‘‘ When I kept silence, my bones 
waxed old through my roaring all the day long; ”’ 
for he complained to himself, and went not beyond 
fruitless self-reproaches. ‘‘ My bones waxed old 
through my roaring all the day long. For day 
and night Thy hand was heavy upon me: my 
moisture is turned into the drought of summer.”’ 
Then he says, ‘“‘I acknowledged my sin unto 
Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, 
I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; 
and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.” And 
then he broke out into that psalm of thanksgiving, 
““ Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto 
whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in 


whose spirit there is no guile.’ It is the same 
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with us. If through pride, or negligence, or 
. foolish reasonings with ourselves we abstain from 
confessing our sins, or doubt of God’s forgiveness ; 
then our spirits grow hard and dead and dry, we 
become wretched, and divers temptations threaten 
to resume their power over us. But if we confess 
our sin, health and vigour re-enter, and we are 
made strong again to overcome our temptations. 
This then is the Gospel, dear brethren. While 
we were yet enemies, God made peace for us by 
the death of His Son. ‘‘ God commendeth His 
love unto us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.’ ‘‘ When we were yet without 
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.” 
You cannot begin to know and love God, until 
you know that your sins are forgiven you for 
Jesus Christ’s sake. You cannot first prepare 
yourself, and then, through that preparation, begin 
to find peace with God. You cannot make promises 
and vows to God, and find peace with Him in 
that way. You cannot fulfil your promises and 
vows, and thereby find peace with Him. That is 
not God’s way, and it belongs to Him to choose 
the way. Nature gives you no light as to this 
part of God’s character. Your reason cannot reach 
it; you must be willing to take the instruction 
of revelation and implicitly to follow it. There 
is forgiveness with Him that He may be feared, 
and plenteous redemption. But you cannot buy 
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it, Or merit it; you cannot offer a recompense for 
it, nor make yourselves deserving of it. You must 
be meek enough to accept it as God’s gift; as a 
divine charity, a fruit of God’s pity—of His 
commiseration of your hopeless wretchedness. 
Indeed, you must be content to begin in this 
way. You shall never in any other way find 
yourselves in possession of anything better than 
a false and delusive religion. You will either 
cease to hope, and betake yourselves for your life 
long to the distractions and pre-occupations and 
amusements of a merely sensual or intellectual 
existence; or else, retaining your consciousness of 
Spiritual instincts of responsibility to God, and of 
shortcoming as His children, you will strive to 
reconcile God to yourselves and to your ways, to 
vour imperfections, to your self-indulgences, to 
your compromises, and your half-and-half holiness. 
On the other hand, by entering into that peace 
which He has made and declared, you shall feel 
your heart reconciled to God, its enmity subdued, 
and a spirit of obedience shall make itself known 
within you. Truly all things then shall become 
new to you by reason of the love of God that 
shall be shed abroad in your heart. You shall 
find the Gospel to be not a yoke of command- 
ments, but a spirit of life. Do you know this 
blessedness? Have you experienced this fruit of 
yielding to the way of God? Then abide in it, 
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and be not again entangled with the intolerable 
yoke that hangs about the spirit of a man who 
is trying to reconcile God to him. Abide in it— 
make no change except to increase in faith, and 
more perfectly and cordially to submit yourself to 
the way of God. And yield to that divine life 
which, through union with the Son of God, you 
have received. 

And now unto the Father, and unto the Son, 
and unto the Holy Ghost, one God, be ascribed, 
in the Church all honour and glory, all might, 
majesty, dominion, and blessing, now, henceforth, 
and for evermore. Amen. 


SERMON II. 

PRIVILEGES AND STANDING OF THE BAPTIZED. 

““And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is 
given unto Me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, 
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.’’— 
Mart. xxviii. 18-20. 

THESE words contain the mission of the apostles 

of the Lord, and prescribe their work. 

That mission was what gave them authority 
and right to speak in the name of the Lord, and 
to proclaim the Gospel. They were thereby made 
ministers of Christ for that work. They derived 
their right to preach the Gospel, not from the 
fact of their believing the Gospel, but from their 
Lord’s commission. Just as in human affairs, 
no one has a right to represent the sovereign of 
his country, save those only who have received a 
commission to represent him, so no one can 
represent Christ except such as He shall call and 
appoint for that purpose. For this reason our 
Lord introduces His command with these words, 
‘* All power is given unto Me in heaven and in 
earth.’’ And ‘‘ power ’’ in that sentence does not 
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mean strength or force to do whatsoever He will, 
but all right and authority. Because authority 
had been given to Him, therefore He commissioned 
and empowered His apostles. 

All power was given to Him in heaven and in 
earth; given to Him as man, for in His eternal 
Godhead He needed no such gift. Whatsoever 
our Lord had as man, He had as a gift from 
God. He did not confer anything upon Himself, 
but He received, He accepted as a believing man 
what God gave Him. He obtained resurrection 
because He was holy, and because His expiation 
was accepted. And in like manner He received 
all power. As it had been written, ‘‘ Also I will 
make Him My first-born, higher than the kings 
of the earth.’’ You may see the same thing in 
the successive names which our blessed Lord 
received. First, He was called Jesus by athe 
command of the angel, because, according to his 
declaration, ‘‘He should save His people from 
their sins.’’ He became “‘ Christ,’’ or Messiah, or 
Anointed, when, on His coming forth from the 
waters of baptism, the Spirit of God descended 
upon Him, and He began to be able to say, 
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He 
hath anointed Me.’ And He ultimately became 
““Lord’”’ after His resurrection, when God raised 
Him to His right hand, and made Him head over 
all things, that every tongue might confess that 
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Jesus Christ is ‘“‘ Lord,’’ to the glory of the Father. 
He was first Jesus, then He became Christ when 
He received the anointing of the Holy Ghost, 
and afterwards He was made Lord. And there- 
fore said St. Peter, ‘‘ Let all the house of Israel 
-know assuredly, that God hath made that same 
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and 
Christ.” 

God had given Him this place and authority ; 
and therefore He was able to give a commission 
to the apostles: “‘ All power is given unto Me in 
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore.”’ 

And this commission was, ‘‘ Teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching? to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
vou. © [he word ““teach’’ occurs twice in this 
commission, but with different significations. 
** Teach all nations,’’ properly signifies, make dis- 
ciples of all nations. That was to be the beginning 
of their work. The other teaching was to come 
afterwards, and men had first to be made capable 
of it by being made disciples. The first use of 
preaching the Gospel was to induce and persuade 
men to become disciples. When they were so 
induced and prepared, they became disciples by 
receiving baptism. After being baptized they 
became capable of more advanced instruction. 
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Men became disciples, if, when the forgiveness 
of sins through the blood of Christ and the gift 
of the Holy Ghost was preached unto them, they 
confessed that Jesus Christ was the Son of God. 
It had been so with our Lord’s disciples. He 
made no disciples until that word had been spoken 
from heaven, ‘‘ This is My beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased, hear ye Him’’; and until some, 
on the testimony of John the Baptist, who ‘* bare 
record that this is the Son of God,’’ had believed 
Him to be so. Thus, in the case of Nathaniel, 
he questioned first, ‘‘Can any good thing come 
out of Nazareth?’’ But being brought unto the 
Lord, when he had heard Him, he said, ‘‘ Rabbi, 
Thou art the Son of God, Thou art the King of 
Israel.”’ 

Consider also how our Lord preached the Gospel 
to Nicodemus, a man not yet a disciple, nor as 
yet baptized. Nicodemus began by professing 
his faith so far as it went: ‘‘ We know that Thou 
art a teacher come from God.’’ That faith was 
not a sufficient ground for accepting him as a 
disciple, or causing him to be baptized. Our 
beloved Lord then speaks to him of the necessity 
of being born from above, being born of water 
and of the Spirit, and other such things as no 
teacher sent from God had ever taught before, or 
at least in such a way that the masters of Israel 
could know them. Having made Nicodemus feel 
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this difference between His teaching and that of 
all who had preceded Him, and that He did not 
know of even this first step of discipleship, which 
was necessary before any heavenly thing could be 
spoken of, He tells him that no mere man could 
teach him the things that had now to be declared 
and believed in. ‘‘ No man hath ascended up to. 
heaven, but He that came down from heaven, 
even the Son of Man who is in heaven.’’ John 
the Baptist had prepared the first disciples by a 
similar declaration. ‘‘ No man hath seen God at 
any time; the only-begotten Son which is in the 
bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him.”’ 
Having thus prepared the way, our Lord spake 
of the Son of God. Not that He called Himself 
the Son of God, for no one can witness of him- 
self, but He spake of God’s counsel and acts 
through His Son, saying, ‘‘ God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life’’; and ‘‘ God sent not 
His Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world through Him might be saved.” 
And again, ‘‘He that believeth on Him is not 
condemned, but he that believeth not is con- 
demned already, because he hath not believed on 
the name of the only-begotten Son of God.” 
His object was to make a disciple of Nicodemus, 
that He might teach him other things also, and 
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for that purpose to make him see that now there 
was come unto the earth One, who was not only 
a teacher sent from God, but the very Son of 
God; one who had a higher authority to teach 
than any other; one who knew and had to teach 
things which none other could teach. To receive 
this new teacher as the very Son of God sent 
from heaven by the Father, that was the prepara- 
tion for being admitted to discipleship. 

Again, in the book of Acts, when Philip 
preached the Gospel to the Ethiopian eunuch, and 
the Ethiopian begged that he might be baptized, 
Philip answered him, ‘‘ If thou believest with all 
thine heart, thou mayest.’’ The eunuch answered, 
““T believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God,”’ 
and therefore Philip made a disciple of him, and 
baptized him. 

The belief that Jesus Christ was the Son of 
God, was then the ground of admission as a 
disciple; and the first thing that was done to a 
disciple was to baptize him. That men might 
intelligently receive baptism, they were instructed 
in the fact of the expiation of sins by the blood 
of the Lamb of God, in the forgiveness of sins, 
and in the necessity of being born again by 
receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost. And the 
act of baptism, while it was the divine instrument 
for imparting these gifts, did, in its very form 
and material rite, instruct them again concerning 
the same. 
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After baptism followed the other teaching. 
There are two reasons for that. Pirst,, that a 
man who has received the grace of forgiveness 
of sins, is in a condition in which he can bear 
to be brought into the fuller light of God’s truth. 
Peace of conscience, and quietness of heart, and 
freedom from all personal anxieties and inquiries, 
are essential to all true learning of the ways of 
God. When personal feelings mingle in the spirit 
of a disciple, they prevent the possibility of en- 
largement into the wisdom, counsel, and purpose 
of God. Until the heart is reconciled to God, 
there is only one feature seen in all that can be 
declared concerning Him, and that feature is the 
bearing of His ways and of His purposes upon 
the condition of the guilty. Baptism for the 
remission of sins sets at rest all these selfish 
thoughts; guilt being removed, the’ heart is 
delivered from fear, the man can hear of God. 
and think of Him without being troubled; grati- 
tude and confidence spring up, and a desire after 
that fuller knowledge of God and of His will, 
which the second sort of teaching is intended to 
satisfy. 

The second reason why baptism must precede 
that fuller teaching is this, that where the Holy 
Ghost has not been given, there is no capacity 
for understanding that which has to be taught. 
There are certain things which you cannot teach 
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to an unbaptized man. Observe the difference 
between our Lord’s discourse with His disciples 
and His words to the multitude. To the multitude 
He spoke such things as could touch their con- 
sciences, and make them acknowledge their need 
of a Saviour. He called them to believe and 
meditate their own Scriptures. He declared to 
them that the kingdom of heaven was at hand. 
Anything more than that He addressed to them 
in parables. To Nicodemus He spoke of earthly 
things; He told him that He could not speak to 
him of heavenly things. The one he might 
understand, and come to a knowledge and belief 
of, and might confess that Jesus Christ was not 
only a teacher sent from God, but the very Son of 
God. He might understand that, but the heavenly 
things he could not understand. ‘‘ The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God, neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned.’’ But by baptism men 
become spiritual, for they are separated by it from 
the condition of mere nature, and receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost. They become spiritual, and 
spiritual things can be addressed to them. ‘‘ Unto 
you it is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven, but unto the rest in parables.”’ 
It was not given to the rest, they could not 
understand them. They must first become disciples 
and be baptized, and then they also should under- 
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stand and receive them. I do not nen by what 
I have said to convey the impression that this 
first faith and confession, that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God, is a faith which mere reason and 
nature is able, without the divine operation, to 
give birth to, but to distinguish between such a 
divine operation and the work of the Spirit in the 
baptized. 

The substance of 
‘“ Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you.’’ They were to teach 


the second teaching was, 


the disciples the precepts and ordinances of the 
Lord, giving them a knowledge of the reasons, 
meaning, object, and effect of them; whether they 
were precepts of conduct, or ordinances of worship, 
or rites by which the divine benediction was to 
be received. Accordingly we find that the first 
disciples continued stedfastly to wait upon the 
teaching of the apostles, and to keep the ordinances 
which they had taught them, as it is written in 
the book of Acts, ‘‘ They continued stedfastly 
in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers.’’ That was 
the test of their abiding in Christ, into whom 
they had been baptized. And therefore, one of 
the apostles says, ‘‘ Hereby do we know that we 
know Him, if we keep His commandments. He 
that saith I know Him, and keepeth not His 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him.” 
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Letsus then consider our condition. We do 
not need to be made disciples. We do not need 
to be baptized. Whatsoever baptism confers has 
been conferred upon us, and we are to stir up 
our faith continually to use all the grace which 
by our baptism has been conferred upon us. We 
are capable of being taught all the truth which 
Jesus committed to His apostles, of receiving and 
observing all His ordinances, and of knowing the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. We have 
been delivered from guilt, and from that fear of 
God which is the companion of an accusing con- 
science, and we have received an unction from 
the Holy One, that we may be able to discern 
and receive the things of the Spirit of God, may 
hear not earthly things, but heavenly things. 

Are then these things understood and received 
by us? Do we know the mysteries of the kingdom 
of heaven, or are they parables to us? Do we 
delight in them, or is the word of God a weariness, 
and His truth a difficult lesson for us? Are we 
saying with Nicodemus, ‘‘ How can these things 
be?’’ Are we living in a state of cloud, un- 
certainty, indistinctness, confusion of mind, in 
regard to spiritual things ? 

In what clear light we ought to be living, 
dear brethren, the clear light of God’s reconciled 
countenance, with our eyes anointed to see all 
things clearly: so that the kingdom of heaven 
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and the things of God, present and future, should 
be as real to us, and as much under our daily 
observation, as the earthly and natural things are; 
as much an element of our habitual thoughts as 
they ; exercising as conscious an influence as they 
do over our plan, purpose, and conduct of life. 
If we are not living in this clear light and 
consciousness of the reality of the things of God, 
it must be through our own fault, our own wilful 
and ungrateful preference of darkness to light. 
We must have allowed ourselves to fall into 
ignorance or doubt of the forgiveness of our sins, 
and of the gift of the Holy Ghost. We must 
have treated ourselves as if we had never yet 
been made disciples, or united unto Christ in 
baptism. If any of you are conscious of being in 
this state, see that you be speedily delivered out 
of it. For the means of deliverance are at your 
hand. It is not the will of God that any of His 
children should spend their days in the wretched- 
ness of uncertainty. You are defrauding your- 
selves of what God desires that you should be in 
the present daily enjoyment of. You are like a son 
who will not join the cheerful circle of his father’s 
family, but allows himself to feel unnatural 
contentment in strangers, and to sink into the 
fellowship of unworthy associates. You have 
forgotten that your sins are forgiven you for 
Jesus Christ’s sake, and you are resisting and 
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quenching the Holy Ghost. What grief does the 
heart of a father feel over such a son! The same 
does God feel over you. What dishonour does 
such a son do to his father! You do the same 
dishonour to God. You provoke His anger by 
despising His grace, and disbelieving His assur- 
ances. You are a disciple, and you have received 
baptism, yet you have forgotten or you stand in 
doubt of those things, without faith in which 
none were admitted to baptism. And for that 
reason you have never found out the magnitude 
and the interest of those heavenly things, which 
ought to be the substance of the teaching within 
the Church. Those truths which you hear taught 
are to you objects only of factitious and con- 
strained interest, very well for an hour or two 
one day in the week, but the interest which you 
feel in them never to be compared with the 
engaging and satisfying attention of the ordinary 
occupations of every day. In the one, the hours 
pass, and you are astonished at the shortness of 
the day. In the other, the very minutes seem to 
prolong themselves. Unto you it is given to know 
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven; and yet 
perhaps you never meditated the parables which 
contain them; nor inquired into the purpose of 
God in His Church; nor considered how the 
prophecies of Scripture are to be fulfilled; nor 
attended to a vast number more of similar subjects 
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of thought connected with your calling as Chris- 
tians, and with the use that God means to make 
of you when you shall have received your glorified 
bodies. 

Consider—let us consider, with self-reproaches, 
and with penitence of heart, and with humble 
confession, the low state into which the Church 
of the living God has fallen. When for the time 
we should have been all fit to be teachers, we 
have need that one teach us what be the first 
principles of the oracles of God. Our teachers must 
begin to speak to us of earthly things again, and 
cannot go forward to heavenly things. Repentance, 
regeneration, faith in the divine forgiveness, these 
are the sum of what they must preach, so elemen- 
tary that they preceded baptism and admission to 
discipleship. Nay, St. Paul considers not these 
alone elementary, but others also which in our 
present state are seldom approached or touched 
upon. In his day also the Church needed to be 
stimulated to go forward out of the earthly truths 
into the heavenly; for he says, ‘‘Therefore, leaving 
the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go 
on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation 
of repentance from dead works, and of faith to- 
wards God, of the doctrine of baptism, of laying- 
on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and 
of eternal judgment.’’ He wishes us not to linger 


among these elements. Why do we take so little 
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interest in religion? Because we have lingered 
among these elements. Who could endure a 
science, if he was always kept learning the defini- 
tions? We have gone no farther than the porch, 
and it is all our teachers and spiritual guides can 
do to keep us from abandoning that. But of the 
edifice we know nothing. In so far, indeed, we 
have a true and healthful consciousness; for there 
is an intolerable weariness in hearing always 
repeated the same thing over again. And we do 
feel that weariness; for the words of the Gospel 
have become so familiar to our ears that they 
mean almost nothing to our hearts; and to hear 
them evermore repeated is a fatigue and exhaus- 
tion. Indeed, other things than these first elements 
should be the things spoken in the house of God, 
in the ears of His children. Would not He speak 
to us as He spake to Abraham, whom He called 
His friend, and from whom He would hide nothing 
that He was about to do on the earth? Are we 
really united unto His Son, and have we received 
the Holy Ghost, and is this all the length that 
we are permitted to reach in acquaintance with 
Him and His ways and purposes? Why, our 
children ought to know more than we do! But, 
alas! we fail to teach them. We are ignorant of 
the grace of God in which we ourselves stand, 
and how can we make them know their blessed 
‘relationship to God? They have been brought 


THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST. 35 


into that condition in which the higher sort of 
teaching should be addressed to them. You can 
teach them, not only what the apostles were to 
address to the mere reason and conscience of those 
they spoke to for the first time, but those things 
also which they taught to them that had received 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. They are spiritual, 
and can understand and perceive spiritual things. 
They must not be permitted by you to grow up 
in ignorance of their reconciliation with God, of 
the forgiveness of their sins, of their having 
received the Holy Ghost, and of their being able, 
in Jesus Christ, to live unto God, and to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. 

Our children ought to be able to reprove us— 
able, I say, though it were most undutiful in them 
to do so—for lingering thus in the porch of God’s 
revelation. Let us take heed lest, instead of a 
healthful reproof, they should be tempted to 
reproach us for our ignorance and for our neglect 
to lead them forward. 

Let us, then, know assuredly, once for all, and 
finally, that by the grace of God, we are His 
children in Jesus Christ; that we have received 
the forgiveness of sins as a divine gift; and that, 
by the Holy Ghost, we are able to go forward. 
And let our thought be to go forward, to increase 
in the meditation and knowledge of God; and in 
all our duties in the world, to see them as that 
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with which God for the present fills our hands, 
and with our industrious and careful fulfilment 
of which He will be satisfied, and make it a trainz 
ing for the higher duties into which, after a short 
time of waiting, we shall be enlarged. 

And now unto the Father, and unto the Son; 
and unto the Holy Ghost, &c. 


SERMON III. 
GOD’S LOVE AND MAN’S ENMITY. 

*“* Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.’-—1 Cor. v. 7. 
WE devote this day! to the meditation of the final 
and crowning scenes of the life of our blessed 
Lord. Not but that His whole life was a real 
sacrificing of Himself for us, and bearing our sins. 
For from the first He endured the contradiction 
of sinners against Himself. What do you suppose 
it was, for the holy and pure One to live among 
men, seeing their ways, hearing their words, 
knowing what was in them? The soul of even 
the just Lot was vexed within him daily, with the 
ungodly speeches and deeds of a city that would 
have repented in dust and ashes, had it seen the 
mighty acts of Jesus. Yet, in the men among 
whom Jesus walked, these mighty works wrought 
no repentance. As it is written: ‘“‘ My soul is 
among lions; and, I lie even among them that 
are set on fire, even the sons of men, whose teeth 
are spears and arrows, and their tongue a sharp 
sword.’’ And He did not hide Himself from them. 
He did not withdraw to surround Himself with 


them that feared God and talked of His name. 
1 Preached on Good Friday. 
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No; He went about their cities and villages, and 
frequented their market-places, their synagogues, 
and their temple. Wherever men were, there was 
He, forbidding none that came to Him, the friend 
of publicans and sinners; pressed upon by crowds 
under every form of human wretchedness and 
debasement that sin had given birth to; not re- 
membering Himself; not retiring from their selfish 
importunities, except to spend the night in prayer 
to God; not accusing men of their unrighteous- 
ness, though it was naked and manifest to Him; 
not regarding them as enemies, though afterwards 
they proved their hatred of Him and of His 
Father, by crying out for His crucifixion. And 
among whom could He have hid Himself ? Among 
them that passed for saints? But He detected in 
them self-conceit, pride, looking upon God as 
their debtor, and a fair show that covered a 
charnel house of corruption. Or, among His own 
disciples? Even among them He found no com- 
forters; the traitor was there, and he that should 
deny Him, and they that would forsake Him in the 
hour of His trial, and flee away. ‘‘I looked for 
some to take pity, but there was none; and for 
comforters, but I found none.’’ He cried out, ‘‘ O 
that I had wings like a dove, for then would I fly 
away and be at rest. Lo! then would I wander far 
off, and remain in the wilderness. I would hasten 
My escape from the windy storm and tempest.’’ 
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What could the Holy One of God, when He 
caine into the fallen world, find in it ?—what could 
_ He find in man, or in the creature that had been 
subjected unto vanity through man’s sin? What 
could God, when He became incarnate, find in the 
earth which He had created, and which man had 
spoiled, but briers and scourges, and a crown of 
thorns? What.could He find in man but un- 
willingness to His yoke ?—He found sluggishness, 
weakness even where there was faith; in the most, 
enmity,—hatred that nothing but His death, by a 
cruel and ignominious execution, could satiate. 
I do not mean to exaggerate, brethren, I pray 
you, do not impute to me any desire to do so, 
or that I have any pleasure in speaking hardly of 
our common nature. Surely we ought to speak 
with honour of that creature, for which, even in 
its ruin, the Son of God was content to die. But 
consider that time; and see how that generation 
was tried; for never before had any generation of 
men been put to such a proof. In former times, 
God had prepared Abraham, and had spoken unto 
him, and appeared unto him, and He called him 
the friend of God. Moses He had also come near 
to, and He spake with him face to face. And to 
others likewise He personally made Himself known, 
and all these He sustained in faith and obedience. 
But here is a whole people and generation; and 
God dwells among them as man; and walks 
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among them day by day, for long years. That 
was a trial that men had never been put to 
before. Imagine it to yourselves. He has veiled 
His divinity indeed, and He is seen as a man, yet 
He Himself said, ‘‘ He that hath seen Me hath 
seen the Father.’ And,—holiness, wisdom, purity, 
truth, abhorrence of evil, beam from Him. These 
He cannot veil. These rays shine; like light 
they disclose, detect; and the consciences of those 
on whom they fall, feel how they burn within 
them like-a-fire. True, wherever He goes; Fie 
heals, He comforts, He pities, He promises rest to 
the weary and heavy laden, pardon to the sinner, 
and declares that the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand. But withal, every word of His carries with 
it such revelation into the men’s hearts, that they 
cannot bear it. Who can bear to look into him- 
self and see there what God sees? None but the 
man who, like Abraham, is full of faith, and 
can confide himself to God. But an evil and 
unbelieving man, if he see the wickedness that 
is in himself, can only be the more estranged 
from God by that sight, can only hate God more 
than before. ‘‘ The light shined in darkness, and 
the darkness comprehended it not.’’ It compre- 
hended it not—but it was unable any longer to 
say of itself, that it was light. The presence of 
God brought out the character of men, caused it 
to disclose itself. They that wadked on in darkness 
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knew not how they hated the light; but when 
the light came, because their deeds were reproved 
by it they hated it, and found no rest for their 
hatred, except they could accomplish its extinction. 
Do not then, suppose, brethren, that what they — 
of Jerusalem then did would not have been done 
by any others of mankind who were brought so 
nearly in contact with God. For you will observe 
that it was not done by the more corrupted 
multitude of a great metropolis. It was the time 
of the passover, and all the adult males from all 
Israel were gathered to the holy city, according to 
the prescription of the law. The whole nation was 
represented, and the whole nation did this deed, 
by the voice of the multitude which represented 
them. And that people stood in the world the 
best sample of mankind, the most favoured, the 
most instructed, with the most perfect ordinances 
that had yet been revealed for living in the fear 
of God: the nearest to God of all men. What 
they did therefore, much more certainly another 
nation would have done. They were God’s portion 
from among men, and they stood before Him at 
the head of the nations. They did therefore, as it 
were, represent mankind, and their act in putting 
to death the Lord of Glory, represents to us what 
mankind would have done. We look not there- 
fore upon the deed of a nation, but of humanity. 
The crucifixion of Christ is the true exponent of 
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the mind of fallen man. As it is written, ‘‘ The 
carnal mind is enmity against God.”’ 

Let us then accept this lesson concerning our 
own sinful nature, that we may learn the necessity 
of living by the Holy Ghost. Let us not look to 
our own flesh, or to any man, or to any progress 
of the human race, for any thing holy or fully 
worthy of God’s acceptance. Let us not look for 
any effort of man’s own self-development, such 
that it shall have for its fruit true glory to God, 
or peace on earth, or goodwill towards men. 
Enmity to God is a characteristic which nothing 
extinguishes but the presence and operation of the 
Holy Ghost. Men may be entirely unconscious 
of it. For our enmity is not roused by that with 
which we are not brought into immediate contact, 
yet it is there, and the fruit of the carnal mind 
is, under its best modificaions, characterised by 
it. Only through sanctification of the Spirit and 
belief of the truth can that which is truly good 
be produced and perfected in us. And that must 
be effected gradually, for ‘‘ the path of the just is 
as the shining light, that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day.’’ God will accept in Jesus 
Christ, that which His Spirit operates in us, 
because in His love to us He has made His blood 
a cleansing for sin. And every day as we come 
to its close we should humbly offer ourselves, our 
thoughts and our works, unto God, through the 
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blood of the Lamb; not justifying ourselves in 
any of them, but asking forgiveness of them all, 
_and we shall obtain acceptance with God, and be 
comforted and strengthened for the future. 

But again, we see in the case of those who 
were God’s people and portion from among men, 
how great privileges bring with them great 
responsibilities, and that the higher any one is 
advanced in his relation to God, the more peril 
‘he stands in of being betrayed into the highest 
forms of human wickedness. Only of one man is 
it said, “‘It had been good for that man if he 
had not been born.’’ And he was one who, from 
the beginning, had been the companion of the 
Son of God, who had heard His most confidential 
words, who had been sent forth to prepare men 
to believe in Him, who had himself cast out 
devils in His name. When the worst acts of 
men’s opposition to God are to be done, they are 
done by those who have enjoyed the greatest 
advantages, and are best situated to resisting the 
temptation to them. For, otherwise, some men 
might say, ‘‘ We would not have done so 
wickedly.’’ See how our blessed Lord speaks to a 
generation who were building the sepulchres of the 
prophets, and reproves them that said, If we had 
been in the days of our fathers, we would not have 
killed them as our fathers did. Does He not warn 
them that they will do still worse than their fathers, 
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and that a prophet could not perish except in 
Jerusalem? Judgment ever begins at the house — 
of God, and in the house of God, at them that 
profess to be nearest to Him. 

And now, we—the Church—are God’s portion, 
taken from among men, nearest to Him, pos- 
sessed of the greatest light and the highest 
privileges. And the subject of this day’s special 
commemoration brings us this solemn warning 
that we fall not into a snare similar to the one 
which overtook that generation of the Jewish 
nation. 

The act then done, was the rejection of God 
in the person of His Son. It remains that men 
reject God in the person of the Holy Ghost. 
The wickedness of blaspheming the Holy Ghost 
remains to be transacted, before the end come. 
The former was perpetrated in the midst of the 
people of God. The Church needs to watch and 
pray, that the latter may not be perpetrated in 
the midst of it. But if a generation should come 
that condemns all the persecutions of former 
times, building and beautifying the tombs of the 
martyrs of previous generations, and so ignorant 
of itself, and so proud of the religious worth and 
development it has attained to, as to be pro- 
nouncing its judgment, and saying, we would 
not -have been guilty of the sins of our fathers, 
we may well regard it as in imminent danger of 
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falling into this wickedness. Antichrist, who in 
his person, and in the body at whose head he 
shall stand, is, we know, the last and highest of 
all the powers of human wickedness; the climax 
of that which man can bring forth from his own 
resources; the fullest expression of all that man, 
trusting in himself, drawing out of the treasure 
of his own heart, will do with the powers and 
advantages that God has originally bestowed, or 
graciously conferred upon him; he, we know, 
shall spring up in the Church. And then shall 
the unprofitableness of fallen men have been 
proved to the uttermost. 

And we shall escape taking part in this 
wickedness only by truly knowing our Lord. 
Had that generation among whom He lived 
known Him, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of Glory. They would not have done it 
had He come in His glory. But we must so 
know Him that we may recognise Him in all 
the forms and circumstances in which He shall 
be pleased to reveal Himself. We shall escape 
if we know Him thus, and if we truly love Him 
who loved us, and who gave Himself for us. 

Consider then Him,. who being perfectly 
blessed from all eternity at the right hand of the 
Father, left blessedness and glory, to visit this 
scene of our wretchedness and sin. And He did 
not merely visit our abode, but He took on Him 
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our circumstances. ‘‘ Forasmuch as the children 
were partakers of flesh and blood, He also Him- 
self likewise partook of the same: ’”’ He did in 
His own spotless soul become acquainted with all 
our sorrows, He experienced them. He entered 
into our depths, and out of the depths He cried 
unto God. So truly and really did He experience 
them, that He made “‘ prayers and supplications, 
with strong crying and tears, unto Him that was 
able to save Him from death.’’ He tasted the 
bitterness of our sin. He fainted under the anger 
of God. He was given up to the will of His 
enemies. God gave them power against Him. 
Favoured by the hour and power of darkness, 
they decreed that He should perish as a blas- 
phemer. He was mocked, reviled, taunted, 
buffeted, and trampled on as utterly vile, as the 
offscouring and refuse in the midst of the people. 
And this by His own will, and because He 
fainted not in the purpose of His heart, and 
would finish that which He had undertaken to 
do. Nay more, there came upon Him that ex- 
clusion and banishment from God which our sins. 
deserved. Not only did all men hide their faces 
from Him, but even His Father’s countenance was 
hidden from Him. He by whom God made the 
worlds, and by whom all things consist, lay 
under that cloud of the divine abhorrence which 
humanity had provoked against itself. 


THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST. 47 


He had become man, He had clothed Himself 
with that humanity that was estranged from God, 
to which God needed to be reconciled. He had 
come to be the head and representative of all 
flesh, as it stood there in its deformity and loath- 
someness. He voluntarily gathered upon Himself 
the load of the provocations of all flesh. ‘‘ He 
bare our sins in His own body on the tree.’ 
His will was that man should be seen gathered 
up in His single person, and that the punishment 
due to their iniquities should centre upon Him- 
self. That was imputed unto Him which to His 
holy soul was most abhorrent; and while men 
crucified as a malefactor Him whom Pilate 
declared to be just, at the same time God turned 
away, in abhorrence of our sin, from Him who 
was the spotless Lamb, His own well-beloved 
Son, and would not favour or accept Him, until 
by death He had made an end of sin, and recon- 
ciled His own flesh and therewith all humanity 
unto God. These are things indeed, brethren, 
far deeper than our meditation can_ penetrate. 
Only divine revelation could have made them 
known to us. But being revealed, they make 
much intelligible to us. So long as we think 
of our Lord’s'suffering and death, of His agony, 
of His exclamation of sorrow and of desertion, 
without seeing Him as the head and representa- 
tive of mankind, as the victim and sacrifice for 
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their sins, we find it difficult to account for, or 
to measure the depths out of which He then 
cried unto God. For others also have borne 
uncomplainingly cruelties and death which they 
had.not merited. And yet He says, ‘* Is there any 
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sorrow like unto My sorrow? Wherein was it 
unlike? Look upon it as a human event, and 
you think it similar to that which some others 
have endured. If we would appreciate that under 
which Jesus was oppressed and bowed down, we 
must learn from divine revelation. Just as we 
would not have known anything of the creation 
of the world unless God had made it known to 
us, so should we not comprehend the life of our 
blessed Lord, and the sufferings which, as on this 
day, He endured, had it not pleased God to 
declare them to us by revelation. The disciples, 
on the day of His crucifixion, saw no more in 
it that the death of their Master, and the ex- 
tinction of their hope that He should deliver 
Israel. When, afterwards, He opened their under- 
standings, and showed them from Moses and all 
the prophets how it behoved the Messiah thus 
to suffer, they were amazed, and their hearts 
burned within them, and in due time, by the 
Holy Ghost they were enlightened, and enabled 
to declare it unto us. By the light of that which 
they have taught us, we also shall apprehend, 
through the Holy Ghost, what it was that really 
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took place this day. Attempt not, therefore to 
affect your hearts by any mere picture of the 
outward scene, nor think to stir yourselves up to 
such grief as the events of a tragedy might 
awaken. But rather, in the Holy Ghost, see that 
man, who alone among all the world’s generations, 
had been spotless, and worthy of eternal life, 
made sin and a curse, because—of His own 
will—and by reason of His own love to man—He 
represented all sinful mankind in His own person. 

See how St. Paul reasons upon this. He brings 
forward our blessed Lord as saying, ‘“‘ Sacrifice 
and offering Thou wouldest not.’’* Why would 
not the Father have sacrifice and offering? Be- 
cause they could not take away sin, and the 
taking away of sin was the thing which the 
Father was looking for. ‘‘ Sacrifice and offering 
Thou wouldest not, but a body hast Thou prepared 
for Me.’ What body? That which He received 
by taking flesh in the womb of the blessed virgin. 
‘*In burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin Thou 
hast had no pleasure.’’ And because the Father 
had no pleasure in these things which had been 
used under the law, in consequence of their not 
being able to take away sin, therefore Jesus says, 
Saieoielecome tordo. thy awill,O. God.” - He wil 
take away sin. He took away sin, for He did 
the will of God. He set aside the sacrifices, 


and He established the new way of reconciliation. 
D 1 Heb. x. 5. 
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He did the will of God, enduring all proof and 
trial, obedient as far as a creature could reach, 
even until death. ‘‘ By the which will we are 
sanctified,’ says St. Paul, ‘“‘ through the offering 
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 

Thus was all flesh, because He represented it, 
redeemed and reconciled unto God. And hence- 
forth repentance and remission of sins has been 
proclaimed to ail men. 

Brethren, our sins are forgiven us for Jesus 
Christ’s sake. Dumb nature attested the greatness 
of that event, and the mighty efficacy of it, 
when the rocks rent, and the graves opened, and 
the earth cast out her dead. The veil of the 
temple was rent in twain by an invisible hand, 
from the top to the bottom, that we might know 
that now we have access with confidence unto a 
reconciled God; that we may now, through the 
name of Jesus, approach the mercy-seat. 

O then, brethren, grieve not God by standing 
afar off from Him. These sins of yours, Jesus 
has died for them. Believe in that love. God 
forgiveth your sins. Is it too much to believe? 
Is it too great a love, and do you say that you 
cannot comprehend its possibility? But it is the 
love of God, and all that is of God must needs 
to you be incomprehensible. His wrath you 
cannot comprehend; you only see how the Holy 
One, the Son of God, sank under it. As little 
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can you comprehend His love. ‘‘ God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth on Him should not 


perish, but have everlasting life.’ ‘‘ He sent not 
His Son to condemn the world, but that the 
world through Him might be saved.’’ Believe in 


that love, and ask God to help your unbelief. 
And believing, let us love Him who first loved 
us. What shall we render unto Him for such 
benefits? Let us keep His commandments. Let 
us also say, Lo! I come to do Thy will, O God, 
and Thy law is within my heart. Shall not He 
who, by the eternal Spirit, offered Himself with- 
out spot unto God, by the same Spirit keep us 
also, and at length present us with all who have 
trusted in Him, before the presence of His Father. 
That is what we look for, after that we strive. 
Through love to Him we deny ourselves, and are 
separate from the world in spirit as He was. 
And as He, for the joy that was set before Him, 
endured the cross, despising the shame, so let us, 
under our afflictions, which have not in them 
any longer the intolerable burden of a guilty 
conscience, or. of the divine abhorrence—seeing 
that through Jesus Christ we have obtained the 
forgiveness of sins, and stand before a reconciled 
Father—let us, I say, meekly confessing our un- 
profitableness, commit ourselves unto Him, and 
accept of His gracious discipline and correction ; 
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knowing that we shall yet praise Him, who leadeth 
His children by a way that they know not, and 
who will bring all that confide in Him, unto the 
kingdom which He hath prepared. 

And now unto the Father, and unto the Son, 
and unto the Holy Ghost, &c. 


SERMON IV. 
PROVISION FOR SUPPORT OF THE NEW LIFE. 
‘“T am that bread of life.’-—JouHN vi. 48. 
THE natural life and its activities are supported 
by food, and the natural instincts prompt men to 
the use of it. 

The spiritual life and its activities depend 
upon a similar support, and we have spiritual 
instincts prompting us to the use of that food 
with which it hath pleased God that our spiritual 
life should be sustained. 

But there is this difference between the two 
—that whereas we cannot neglect our bodies 
without the immediate sense of loss, weakness, 
and distress, and are, by an invincible necessity, 
constrained to yield them their due care; it is 
not so with our new life, which we have re- 
ceived from our Lord Jesus Christ. We can 
overlook its necessities. We can neglect the 
means of its refreshment and preservation. We 
can quench and put to silence the Holy Ghost; 
we can resist, grieve, provoke Him; so that His 
promptings and movements within us, which 
are the instincts of the new creature, fail of 
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their object. Moreover, our consciousness of 
spiritual hunger and thirst diminishes with the 
increase of our need of spiritual sustenance; 
and as we become weak in the new and heavenly 
life, we become indifferent about the necessity 
and the means of preserving it. We know that 
this is the case; we know that we do quench 
the Holy Ghost, and do neglect the duty of 
cultivating and yielding to His movements within 
us. Nay, has it not been, and is it not still the 
chief sin of the whole Christian Church, to grieve, 
resist, and quench the Holy Ghost, with which it 
was sealed unto the day of redemption ? 

Since this is so=since, moreover, the Lords 
Supper is the ordinance in which God has seen 
good to provide for our spiritual nourishment, 
and its celebration is confessedly the chief act 
of religious duty in the Christian Church—shall 
it not be well for us—many of whom have, from 
circumstances, been unable to wait upon God 
with due regularity in this holy service, and 
who may therefore unconsciously have fallen 
into spiritual weakness and negligence—shall it 
not, I say, be well for us to consider this ordinance, 
its profitableness, and our duty in regard to it, 
that so, our consciences being quickened and our 
faith revived, we may all desire together to keep 
the feast unto the Lord. 


t Preached on the Sunday before Easter, to an English congre- 
gation in a foreign country, who had not at that time the benefit 
of regular religious ministrations. 
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“You know, dear brethren, that man was in a 
state of separation from God. You know that 
‘communion with God—though it was the end 
and blessedness of man—had become impossible. 
Sin was the barrier; sin, in which all were 
involved, to which all had consented, to which 
we are all conscious that we have consented. 
It was a barrier in two ways; the one, that God 
could not have fellowship with creatures in 
actual rebellion; the other, that the consciousness 
of guilt drove man away from God. But God 
Himself utterly removed and destroyed this 
barrier, by making His well-beloved Son a 
sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. He 
has appointed a Mediator, by whom the fallen 
creature may come near and receive His blessing, 
through whom sin can be forgiven, and the 
conscience delivered from its load of guilt. 
There is now free access for all men unto the 
living God. 

But our heavenly Father did more for us 
than this. For the Son? of God did net visit 
the earth merely to do a certain act therein, 
however great the act and however mighty its 
consequences, and then leave us to perfect our- 
selves as from a new and more favourable starting 
point. Not at all; if any believed His word, He 
joined them unto Himself, that whatsoever favour 
and advancement humanity had attained in His 
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own person, they that believed in Him might 
share in the same. ‘‘To as many as believed 
Him, to them gave He power to become the sons 
of God.’’ And because they were sons, God sent 
forth the Spirit of His Son upon them. 

Through death Jesus attained to a new life, 
and He confers that life upon us who belong 
to Him, whom He has united unto Himself in 
holy baptism, and who are said to be members 
of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones. 
We have this new life by being united unto 
Him. We are no longer merely children of 
Adam, but we are sons of God; and from this 
do flow our Christian powers, duties, and re- 
sponsibilities. 

They that are united with Him are His 
Church. It was for those that had been joined 
unto Him that is risen from the dead, and seated 
at the right hand of God, and that had received 
the new life, that the Holy Supper was _ in- 
stituted. It was instituted by the Lord before 
His passion, but it was for the observance of 
men in that state into which He was about 
to introduce them by His anticipated death, 
resurrection, and ascension. And He instituted 
it for two ends. First, that His Church might 
continually keep alive the memory of His passion ; 
and secondly, that the new life He had given 
us might be sustained. And therefore He says, 
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‘“This do in remembrance of Me.’’ And He 
also says, “‘ Except ye eat the flesh of the Son 
of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life 
in you.”’ 

First: God has laid this duty upon us, as 
part of the use which He has to make of His 
Church, namely, to preserve on the earth, until 
the Lord’s second coming, the memory of that 
which He did for it in His first coming. We 
tere rememiber iim: in-that -chief) act of His, 
by which He redeemed the world, bearing the 
sins of men in His own body on the tree. 
Individually, we remember Him each one, as 
our Shepherd, who gave His life for the sheep, 
who procured for us the forgiveness of our sins 
and opened a way for the divine love to reach 
and recover and exalt us. With what gratitude, 
then, should we not go about the discharge of 
this duty, with what joy and assurance of faith, 
with what shame also, and self-reproach and 
confession and penitence! for we have been 
forgetful of Him who loved us and gave Himself 
for us. Moreover, with what love for our brethren 
in the whole Church of Christ, with what 
longings over them, with what prayers and 
intercessions on their behalf, with what grief 
over their scattered and divided state, should 
our celebration be accompanied! Let us prepare 
ourselves for this holy duty: and we cannot 
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better do so that by daily reading, with reverence 
and faith, those Scriptures which the Church 
has prescribed for the morning and evening 
worship of this week. By these, let our memory 
be quickened, and our faith revived, our con- 
sciences reproved, and our hearts stirred up to 
gratitude, that so our approaching to God’s altar 
may not be unacceptable to’ Him. 

Secondly: God has set before us the food 
of our eternal life. By eternal life I do not 
mean the immortality of the soul. It is an 
eternal life by which our bodies also shall be 
raised in glory. It is a supernatural life, and 
we have already received it. We are not seeking 
after it, but we are already partakers of it. We 
have received the first-fruits of the Spirit. And 
we are bound to care for it, to cherish it, and 
to accept of that by which it is to be nourished, 
enlarged, and made strong. The altar of the 
Lord is the table of His children. He that was 
sacrificed, gives Himself unto us as our spiritual 
food. We know not how, but we believe His 
words. The Holy Ghost does make us who 
are on the earth one with Him, who is at the 
right hand of God. That unity is not seen by 
us, yet it is most real, and the day shall come 
in which its reality shall be manifested. So really 
does the Holy Ghost, by means of the Lord’s 
Supper, and in it, make us partakers of the 
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‘body and blood of Jesus. We see it not—our 
senses do not lay hold of it—yet it is most 
true, we believe it, we rejoice in it; and in the 
day of the manifestion of the sons of God, that 
mystery also shall be unveiled. We shall then 
understand that saying, ‘‘ Except ye eat the flesh 
of the Son of God, and drink His blood, ye have 
nOomienin) you.” 

If then, any one is faint and weary in his 
endeavours to live unto God and to please Him; 
if any one feel himself sluggish, unspiritual, 
and dead in his devotions, unwilling to engage 
in them, and glad when they are over; if any 
one is weak in resisting temptation, and per- 
ceives, that=-his, abhorrence = of +sin. and. his 
tenderness of conscience are diminishing; if any 
one feels his faith and assurance of God’s favour 
shaken or obscured, his heart cold and ungrate- 
ful, and seldom visited by the joyful hope of the 
promised coming and kingdom of our Lord 
to which we look forward, let him not be 
astonished. When a man is weary and faint in 
the way, he is not alarmed, as though some 
mortal sickness had come upon him. He knows 
how to repair his strength. So it is not to be 
wondered at, if, through long fasting from our 
spiritual food, we should, all or any of us, be 
weakened in the duties of our life as the children 
of God. Grieved we ought to be, and ashamed, 
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but not alarmed. God has prepared a table for 
us in the midst of our spiritual enemies. 

Permit me, therefore, to entreat you all to 
embrace the opportunity, which we hope for in 
God’s providence, of celebrating together the 
Supper of the Lord. And I pray you, dear 
brethren, let not any one content himself with 
saying, ‘‘I am unprepared,’ but let him deal 
fairly with himself in a matter of so much 
importance and so plain a duty. Conscious want 
of preparation is a reason, not for passing by such 
an occasion, but for endeavouring to prepare. No 
one will say, I have broken God’s command- 
ments, and I mean to continue to do so; and 
therefore I cannot draw nigh unto His altar. 
Nay, we are all saying every day, I have broken 
God’s commandments, but by His grace I will 
do so no more. And how shall you cease to 
do so? By receiving strength from the Lord 
Jesus Christ. In no other way. And _ that 
strength you shall receive by partaking of His 
flesh and blood, through means of this spiritual 
ordinance. 

You belong to Christ, and not to yourselves. 
God has taken you for His children in Him, 
and has given you the Holy Ghost. That is your 
position; your responsibilities are determined by 
it, and you cannot make any change upon it, 
even supposing you should wish to do so. You 
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belong to Christ; He gave His life for you; 
He cares for you every day, and He has prepared 
for you a kingdom; and this was His dying 
charge, ‘‘ Do this in remembrance of Me.’’ We 
would all be glad to do something for our Lord, 
but we think it must be some great thing, 
difficult, afar off. But indeed, He accepts our 
quiet fulfilment of our daily duties, He takes the 
keeping of His commandments as the best 
expression of our love; but most chiefly this, 
that, as members of His Church, and with His 
Church, we do, by keeping the Holy Supper, 
commemorate Him who died for the world. No 
great thing, difficult, or afar off;—great in its 
meaning indeed, difficult for the flesh, afar off 
to them that are afar off from God—but not 
difficult or afar off for you; for you have been 
reconciled to God, and have received the Holy 
Ghost. And He has charged you to do this. 
To say, ‘‘I] am unprepared, because I have been 
neglecting and transgressing God’s command- 
ments, and therefore I will not take part in 
this celebration ;’? what is it but to say, ‘‘I have 
been offending God, I have been consciously 
displeasing my Saviour; I have been grieving 
the Holy Ghost, and therefore I will not obey this 
commandment.’’ Nay, my brother, add not sin 


fOmsin. 
But some one may say, how can I pass out of 
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a life of negligence and self-indulgence, into the 
midst of holy and pious observances. In one 
way of viewing this, I grant you are right. 
No really honest mind can reconcile itself to 
the idea of serving the flesh and the world 
during one period of the year, and balancing 
that by serving God at another period of it. To 
give yourself up to occupations or amusements. 
which your conscience does not feel at ease in 
allowing, and to look for spiritual benefit from 
cutting them short with the beginning of Lent, 
is a logical absurdity, and spiritually a_ self- 
deception. Lent, as it is observed in a large 
portion of the Church, is a period profitable to 
those who are living in peace with God, and 
habitually abiding in His fear. Otherwise, the 
observance of it is neither acceptable to God, 
nor profitable to men; on the contrary, what can 
it become, but an artificial, fleshly, hypocritical 
self-restraint, tending to nothing but pride, self- 
righteousness, and formality? Really we ought 
to ask ourselves, which master we mean to serve, 
and honestly answer the question, that we may 
know where we stand, and go forward like men, 
and not like slaves. No man shall ever enter 
into the kingdom of heaven by shifts and 
compromises. 

Yet the unprofitableness of such a use of Lent, 
as we have supposed, supplies no reason why 
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at that time, or at any other, nay immediately, 
we should not break off our sins by repentance.. 
If any of you have done what your conscience 
did not justify, if you have lived under the 
daily reproaches of conscience, cease to do so. 
You have been redeemed with the precious blood 
of the Son of God, do not crucify Him afresh. 
You have received the Holy Ghost, do not reject - 
His admonitions. You have been reconciled to 
God, dwell before Him in peace. You serve at 
present a much harder master than Christ is. 
You have at present joys much inferior to those 
that are found daily in His ways. You your- 
selves despise them all the while, you hate the 
very thing you are enslaved to. You are 
conscious of a good taste which it violates, of 
a high-mindedness which it offends, of a capacity 
and a desire which it leaves utterly blank. You 
carry a load at present much more burdensome 
than is the yoke of Christ. You know that you 
are shutting your eyes to the best part of your 
existence; you dare not think, you do not allow 
yourselves leisure to think. Why? Because you 
know that a painful thought of deep self-reproach 
stands waiting for admittance at the door of your 
hearts. Dear brethren, you are not wise. Admit 
that thought, and remember that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures. Admit that 
self-reproach, and be sorry for your sins. Sorrow 
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over your forgetfulness of God, and your ingrati- 
tude to Him who had never left nor forsaken you. 
Godly sorrow worketh repentance. Godly sorrow 
shall immediately yield you more pleasure than 
the best of your fleshly enjoyments ever yielded, 
and it shall bring with it no sting; for it is 
not the sorrow of despair, but of good hope. 
-Yet be not satisfied with sorrow, regret, and 
self-reproach, however sincere. Our life consists 
not of feelings and sentiments, but in acts. 
Confess your trespasses unto God. Go upon 
your knees, and say unto Him, “‘I have sinned, 
yet forgive my sin, Lord, for Thy love and 
mercy’s sake: blot out mine iniquities by the 
blood of Thy Son; wash Thou me, and I shall 
be whiter than the snow.’’ Then, my brother, 
peace shall enter in thy heart—yea, such peace 
as thou hast never known since the days of 
thy tender youth. Blessed was the voice of a 
mother’s forgiveness, when the child had lisped 
out the confession of some fault. Blessed still 
more shall you find the sense of God’s forgiveness. 

By this door return unto God, and unto the use 
of all His ordinances, 

Finally, let us remember why we wait upon 
the ordinances of God. It is not that we may 
do our religious duty, and then return to our 
natural duties. All our duties are religious 
duties. We are members of Christ in everything. 
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We have been made in Christ spiritual, and 
that not for one part of our life, but for every 
part,- and for -all the acts of our life. Our 
blessed Lord, in all His acts, not only in His 
public ministry, but also in the period of His 
subjection to His parents, and in the discharge 
of His natural duties as a son, a brother, a friend, 
a neighbour—in short, in all His acts, did, by 
the Holy Ghost, offer Himself without spot unto 
God. He has sanctified all the natural duties 
of human life; and we have received the Holy 
Ghost, that we may fulfil them as He fulfilled 
them. 

We wait therefore upon all the ordinances of 
God, first indeed, that we may worship Him as 
He has appointed; but secondly, that our strength 
and grace may be increased for discharging as 
unto the Lord, our natural duties. These demand 
and occupy our time. They do not draw us 
away from God. They are part of His holy 
will. To stand among our fellow-men with all 
manliness, freedom, and firmness; to go about 
among them, occupying our place and our talent 
with all patience and industry until our Lord 
shall have come; alive with every human sym- 
pathy ;—if parents, watching for the welfare and 
good guidance of our house; if children, reckoning 
it for our first duty to honour our parents, to 
serve and to please them; if servants, studying 
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to be faithful and obedient. This is our Christian 
calling. And not in our relations alone in 
human life, but in varying circumstances; for 
these also are appointed by God. If we are 
happy and prosperous, jet us offer our hearts unto 
God, that all that we have we may use for 
Him; if in sorrow and trial, not hardening 
ourselves with the world’s fortitude, nor sorrowing 
as those who have no hope; but obediently 
yielding to our Father’s rod, in patience and 
assurance of His favour in Jesus Christ, knowing 
the end of the Lord, that the Lord is very pitiful 
and of tender mercy. 

Yea, in all relations and in all conditions of 
life, following our Lord, and yielding to His 
Holy Spirit. That is our Christian life—a life of 
meekness and humility, but withal of liberty, 
dignity, and worth—not finding its full reward 
save in that kingdom which our blessed Lord is. 
about speedily to manifest in the day of His 
appearing. 

They that have gone before us in this course, 
who have fallen asleep in Jesus, and now await 
with hope their resurrection in glory, do not they 
call upon us to follow them in that life of meek 
and hopeful waiting upon God in which they 
persevered? Shall not we tread in those foot- 
steps whose beauty we were wont to admire, and 
which we now call to mind with reverence? 
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And when we consider with what increasing firm- 
ness and peace they walked, and what blessing 
they shed around them, let us arise and fulfil our 
course also, recognising in our place and its 
duties—be they humble or eminent—the appoint- 
ment and call of our God; and we also shall 
obtain our crown in that day, when—whether we 
shall be found with them fallen asleep in Jesus, 
or else still alive and remaining on the earth—we 
shall assuredly behold them with Him when He 
cometh in the clouds. As it is written, ‘‘ Them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
Pliunr..”” 

And now unto the Father, and unto the Son, 
and unto the Holy Ghost, &c. 


SERMON. V, 
THE HOPE SET BEFORE US. 


““ For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to 
all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world ; looking for that plessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ ; 
who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works.’’—Tirus ii. I1-14. 


St. Paut had committed to Titus the charge of 
the Church in Crete, and in this epistle he sends 
him some directions as to what he should do and 
speak there. In this second chapter he directs 
him how he should instruct all persons in the 
right discharge of their several relative duties; 
and in our text he reminds him what ground 
there is for endeavouring to fulfil the will of God, 
and what encouragement to expect to be able to 
fulfil it. 

That ground is this, that the saving grace of 
God has appeared. Salvation has been brought 
from God, and, for that reason, we may address 
ourselves with hope and confidence to live aright. 
When a man has contracted a load of debt which 
he has no means of repaying, he cannot embark 
in any business or undertaking. Whatever skill 
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or industry he may have, it goes for nothing, for 
he cannot purchase for himself the very tools and 
instruments of his trade, or make so much as a 
beginning. So it was with men until ‘‘ the grace 
of God which bringeth salvation appeared; ’’ until 
Jesus Christ gave Himself for them; until the for- 
giveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Ghost was 
proclaimed to them. So it is with us individually, 
unless we have believed in the grace of God, and 
have accepted the salvation that has been brought 
to us—accepted the forgiveness of our sins and 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. Naturally we lie 
under a load of debt to God; a load of unfulfilled 
engagements, and of accumulated provocations, 
through the resistance of our will to the will of 
God, through the opposition of our spirit to all 
His purpose and all His way. We can neither 
pay the debt, nor provide ourselves with any 
means by which, with all imaginable industry 
and self-denial, even the least jot or tittle of the 
demands of our great and righteous creditor can 
be met. Men cannot atone for their sins, nor can 
they put the love of God into their own hearts. 
For the one, God’s acceptance of the expiation 
which was made by His Son Jesus Christ, was 
necessary; for the other, regeneration. Both of 
them acts of God, out of His own will; unde- 
served, unpurchasable. The grace of God which 
bringeth these things hath appeared. These free 
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gifts, of absolute forgiveness and of power to live 
unto God, have been brought to us. Son, daugh- 
ter, be of good cheer, “‘thy sins are forgiven 
thee,’’ is the word of God to each of us. That 
the love of God may be shed abroad in our 
hearts, the Holy Ghost is given us. On the 
ground of these gifts we may think of rising up 
and addressing ourselves to our duties. The 
servant in the parable who owed the king ten 
thousand talents was to be sold for a slave, into 
a condition in which he could never call any- 
thing his own property, how hard soever he 
might labour for it. The only thing that could 
meet his case was, that his master should be 
moved with compassion, should loose him, and 
actually forgive him his debt. That did away 
with the past. And the grace of God to us is a 
similarly absolute, unqualified, unconditional, un- 
purchasable fruit of His compassion. But His 
grace which bringeth salvation excels that of the 
king in the parable. For the king could do 
nothing to make his servant compassionate like 
himself, and he was obliged at last to deliver 
him to the tormentors. But God sends a perfect 
salvation, and with the forgiveness of sins, He 
conjoins the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

St. Paul says this grace of God ‘“‘ teaches us.’’ 
Now, that does not mean that it teaches us as a 
matter of doctrine. But it means that it educates 
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us, trains, disciplines us ;—as children are trained 
for the habits, manners, observances, occupations, 
self-government, that civilized society requires; 
and that not in a way of doctrine, reasoning, or 
philosophy merely, but rather of influence and 
gradual formation of character : so in the Christian 
Church, in which alone the grace of God is 
dispensed and brought to act upon men ;—in the 
Church are men trained, schooled, and disciplined 
into the self-denial, sobriety, righteousness, and 
godliness of the family of God; and that not in 
a way of doctrine alone, and bare precept, but 
of influence—the influence and operation of the 
Holy Ghost, acting through all the ordinances of 
the house of God, by which means the heart is 
gradually moulded, and the life conformed unto 
the will of God. 

‘“And what does this grace of God teach us? 
‘“that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,”’ 
we should live in a certain way in this present 
world. Ungodliness means the spirit and habit 
of acting without having regard to God, as He to 
whom all things belong, who has a certain purpose 
in all things, and to whom nothing whatsoever is 
indifferent. ‘‘ Ungodliness”’ is all such sort of 
living as might be quite suitable if we were our 
own creators, and had only some purpose of our 
own to serve; in short, it is what would not be 
harshly or untruly named practical atheism. And 
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‘‘ worldly lusts’’ are everything that the world— 
the natural man likes, covets, and labours for. 
Denying these things, we are taught by the 
grace of God to live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present world. ‘“‘ Soberly ’ means: 
with soundness of mind, with a right judgment, 
able to give to each thing its due place and value 
without allowing any one to disturb the just 
balance of all. And, as ‘‘ soberly ’’ has to do with 
things as such, and with their claims upon our 
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affections and time, so “‘ righteously ’’ has to do 
with persons and our principles of action in regard 
to them; and ‘‘ godly’ has reference to our obli- 
gation to consider in every thing God’s will and 
purpose, to set Him before us, as the end and 
reason of all our acts, to worship Him, and to 
hold ourselves free from all other masters, that 
we may serve Jesus Christ, the Master whom God 
has set over us. God is He from whom are all 
things, and by whom are all things. Every 
creature He made for Himself; and though He 
has set man over all of them, and in Jesus Christ 
has given them into His hands, He has done so, 
that through man—the highest of His creatures 
—He may bring forth the perfect service to 
Himself which all His creatures should render, 
the harmonious voice of worship and action of 
service that shall glorify Him. Godliness is the 
treating of ourselves, and of all the creatures, as: 
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made by God, and as belonging to Him; of men 
and the earth as redeemed by Him at a price, 
and given by Him into the hands of the man 
Jesus Christ. 

The apostle says farther, ‘‘in this present 
world.’’ That is to say, in the present age of the 
world; for he adds immediately, ‘‘ looking for’’ 
something. He means then, that we shall be able 
to deny ourselves and live aright, if we be look- 
ing for that thing. ‘‘ Looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ.’’ ‘‘ This present 
world’’ means therefore, the period between the 
ascension of our blessed Lord and His coming 
again in glory. That is the duration of the sort 
of service unto which we are at present called. 
After that we shall be enlarged into another sort 
of service. If you will study the first announce- 
ment of the gospel in the book of Acts, you shall 
find how this hope made always a part of it. 
Indeed, it was the first consolation given to the 
apostles on the departure of their Lord. At the 
moment when He who had been everything to them 
was suddenly taken away, and when they must go 
forth unprotected and friendless upon that world 
of mankind which had persecuted and slain Him, 
an angel was sent to comfort and encourage them ; 
and the encouragement he gave was this blessed 
hope of the glorious appearing of their Lord: 
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“‘ Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen Him go into heaven.”’ 

Well then, take notice, it is said we shall deny 
all ungodliness and worldly lusts, and live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, if we are looking for that 
blessed hope. Otherwise we will not. This is 
part of what the grace of God teaches. We have 
learned its lessons imperfectly if we have not 
learnt this part of it, learned it not as a phrase, 
but as a reality. Hope is an emotion of the mind. 
It rests upon a promise. It signifies that we have 
a certain prospect, and that we are looking forward 
to it with desire. If we are looking forward with 
desire to the glorious appearing of our Lord, we 
shall be able to live in this manner until that 
event arrive; if not, we shall fail to do so. 
St. John says, ‘‘ He that hath this hope in him, 
purifieth himself even as He is pure.’’ Those 
who do not regard the hope, do not purify them- 
selves. St. Paul, in another epistle, says, ‘‘ We 
are saved by hope.’’ The Holy Ghost is able to 
lead us forward and to perfect us, if we be 
exercising hope;—hoping, that is to say for the 
reappearance of that Person whom the apostles 
saw ascend from the Mount of Olives. 

This is the object of Christian hope, the coming 
of Jesus Christ in glory and majesty. Now, what 
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- are we hoping for? Listen to men’s words. Re- 
member what you have heard men say, hundred 
and hundreds of times. I hope that I shall be 
saved. I hope my sins will be forgiven or are 
forgiven. I hope that God will have mercy upon 
me. Do you see how foolish and misplaced such 
expressions are? and yet they are probably true 
expressions of the state of men’s minds. 

It appears then, that the grace of God which 
bringeth salvation, could not teach us, for we have 
been in doubt of the first actings of God. We have 
been saying in our hearts, the grace of God has 
not yet brought salvation to us. We are hoping 
where we should be believing, and expecting where 
we should be possessing. These two states of 
mind, faith and hope, are distinct, and have differ- 
ent objects. The one has reference to that which 
God gives us, the other has reference to that which 
He promises us. They are as distinct as the two 
poles on which men talk of the earth as suspended. 
The one pole of our Christian life is that which 
God has freely given us in Jesus Christ, viz., re- 
mission of sins and the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
That is the beginning, which makes our call to 
a Christian life possible. The grace of God comes 
first, and confers upon us these things, and we 
believe in that free gift. Then is set before us the 
promise of the appearing and coming again of that 
Person, who is to us everything, and in whom we 
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have all things, and we hope for the fulfilment of 
that promise; we desire it; we long for it; we seek 
to become acquainted with its meaning, and with 
the revealed circumstances which shall accompany 
and constitute its fulfilment. The gift and the 
promise, respectively the object of our faith and 
of our hope, are the two poles on which our Chris- 
tian life is suspended. Without the former it can- 
not even be given; without the latter it cannot 
prosper. 

See how St. Peter sums up respectively those 
first sermons of his, by one of which three thousand 
souls were converted. The first thus: ‘‘ Repent, 
and be baptized, every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the pro- 
mise is unto you, and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our 
God shall call.’” And the second thus: ‘‘ Repent 
ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may 
be blotted out, that the times of refreshing may 
come’ from the presence of the Lord; and He shall 
send Jesus, who before was preached unto you: 
whom the heavens must receive,’’—not for ever,— 
but “until the times of restitution of all things, 
of which times God hath spoken by the mouth of 
all His holy prophets since the world began.”’ In 
that way the gospel was fully preached. Men 
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were told what God gave them freely then and 
there to possess, and they were told what God 
promised them. By faith they entered upon 
the one; by hope, they set the other before them. 
By the two—by faith and hope, they could live 
the life of converted men unto which they were 
called. Not by faith without hope, nor by hope 
without faith, but by both together. By faith and 
hope they can fulfil the new Christian command- 
ment of love. 

Will any man ever really sacrifice what he has, 
if you offer him nothing in lieu of it? Will any 
man ever deny himself to ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, if he do not hope for and look forward to 
the coming of Jesus Christ? Is it not said of the 
ancient witnesses, ‘‘they had respect unto the 
recompense of reward’’? And are they not our 
examples and patterns? Is it not said of our Lord 
Himself, that He endured the cross because of the 
joy set before Him? Shall we reach a measure 
of self-denial which was not proposed to Him ? 
No, brethren, if you do not consider and meditate, 
and become acquainted with the promise of the 
glorious appearing of your Lord, you shall most 
certainly fail, and not live unto God in this present 
time. Only for the joy set before you, shall you 
endure the cross. We shall be able to suffer with 
Christ, if we long for the time when He shall 
appear in His glory, and when we shall be glorified 
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together with Him. St. Peter, as in his first 
sermon, so in his last epistle, just before his death, 
earnestly presses this subject: ‘‘ There shall come 
in the last days scoffers,’’ he says, ‘‘ walking after 
their own lusts; and saying, Where is the promise 
of His coming?’’ These men are Christians. 
They know that such a promise was given, but 
they have ceased to look for it. And what is the 
effect? Are they denying themselves to ungodli- 
ness and worldly lusts? No—“ walking after their 
own lusts,’’ says the apostle. They have removed 
the cross from their own shoulders. Of course 
they have, for they have not longed and waited 
for the second coming of their Lord. i 

You know that this sort of scoffing abounds. 
You know that the second coming of our Lord is: 
treated as one of the open questions in Christian 
teaching, and that very little attention is paid to 
it. You know also, that men’s hopes are passion- 
ately exercised upon other things; progress of the 
species, economic improvements, philanthropic 
schemes, development of the faculties, while the 
heart runs to weeds, until every man becomes a 
torment to himself, and to every one about him. 
You know that the Christian nations, as such, are 
everywhere forging for themselves new idols, and 
less and less regarding Jehovah and His Messiah. 
They also propose to themselves a restitution of 
all things—but not by the hands of Him by 
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whom God made the worlds. ‘‘ The Redeemer 
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came eighteen hundred years ago,’’ says one of 
their favourite oracles, ‘‘ when will the redemption 
come?’’ We have waited like fools, but we will 
do so no longer. ‘‘ Where is the promise of His 
coming?’’ By such dreamers and indulgers in 
worldly lusts shall the world be now at last 
avenged of its long-sufferings, and reconstituted. 
This is what men’s forgetfulness of that blessed 
hope has brought Christendom to. And now the 
nations—the nations of the baptized, will go on 
beating themselves and one another to pieces, 
losing every day more and more those principles 
which make men capable of being governed, until 
He who is the rightful Lord do come again to 
His Church and do restore all things. They feed 
on ashes; for a deceived heart leadeth them astray. 

But St. Peter goes on, and says, ‘‘ Nevertheless 
we,’’ in contrast, that is to say, to those scoffers, 
‘“we, according to His promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth right- 
eousness.”’ He does not say we look for death 
and the quiet of the grave, or for heaven, and 
some indefinite dream of angelic blessedness there. 
No—he was a far more practical man than that: 
““We look for new heavens and a new earth 
wherein dwelleth righteousness.” We expect our 
Lord, the man Jesus Christ, to come in glory, and 
that we as men shall behold Him and be glorified 
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together. That was the practical hope that he 
had before him, which enabled him to endure 
unto the end, and which, in his second epistle, 
when he knew that he was just about to be put 
to a violent death for the truth’s sake, he earnestly 
commends to the Church. The subject of his last 
words and of his last anxiety was, that the Church 
should keep in mind the hope of the glorious 
appearing of Jesus Christ. 

And now, in conclusion, dear brethren, let me 
remind you, it is unto those that look for Him 
and love His appearing, that Jesus Christ shall 
bring salvation in the day of His appearing. 
Those that are not looking for Him, nor loving 
the thought of His coming again,—He will come 
upon them as a thief. We know that the love of 
many shall wax cold. And we are exhorted to 
watch that that day may not overtake us as a 
thief. How shall we avoid that calamity? By 
knowing the very day of His coming? That is 
not granted us. No, but by loving and desiring 
it. And how shall we desire it? Only,—if we 
do love Him who is about to come. A faithful 
woman reckons the days until the return of her 
absent husband, and desires and longs for his 
return because she loves him. They that love 
Jesus will long for His return; they will think of 
it, they will desire to know ‘about it, they will 
reckon the days until He come again. ‘‘ My soul 
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wwaiteth for the Lord more than they that watch 
for the morning: I say more than they that watch 
forinemmorniings  (Ps:.cxxs. 6.) That shall be 
the proof of whether we love the Lord or not; our 
hope and desire of His appearing. If you do not 
think of it, and wish for it, and for that reason 
desire to understand it, and to hear of it, if it 
do not shine before you as the light that invites 
you onward on your path; then you do not love 
His appearing, because you do not love Him. 
But you say, I do desire to be saved. Yes—that 
is natural—evervbody desires to be saved; but 
that is not loving the Lord, but loving yourselves. 
(Phem question 1s, are you. loving Elina? ‘The 
question with which St. Peter was tried, was, 
““Lovest thou Me?’’ If you are indifferent about 
that blessed hope and glorious appearing, you 
may be sure your thoughts of the future are 
thoughts of self-love, not of love to your Saviour. 
Not that I mean that men should always be 
loudly talking and bringing forward that subject. 
Quite otherwise. Men learn best in quietness of 
spirit. Emotions that are deeply felt are the 
least obtruded. Your domestic affections are the 
strongest of your affections, yet you say least about 
them. The love of Jesus will make no parade. 
Well then, the sum of what we have said is 
this: Since the grace of God bringing salvation 
has appeared, let us ever more cordially embrace, 
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and more simply and stedfastly believe in the 
completeness of the deliverance which it has 
brought. Let us be educated by it into self- 
denial, and into all holiness and well pleasingness 
to God. And let us learn to know what is set 
before us: let us meditate on it; let us look for 
its fulfilment, and truly desire it. Then shall the 
Holy Ghost be able to accomplish the work of 
God in us, and all the ordinances of the Church 
shall make their value and efficiency to be felt; 
they shall be to us no longer duties and cry 
observances, but wells of daily salvation. 
And now unto the Father, &c. 


SERMON VI. 


RESURRECTION.: 

““ If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men 
most miserable. But now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the first-fruits of them that slept.’”’—1 Cor. 15, 19, 20. 

THAT we may justly apprehend the events of our 

blessed Lord’s history, it is necessary for us to 

bear in mind, that in all the acts and events of 
it, although He was Himself God, yet He did not 
call into action His own personal Godhead, but 
humbled Himself to the condition and powers of 

a man, in which He lived by faith as other men 

do. His miracles for instance, He wrought as 

a man, not by His own personal divine power, but 

by the power of the Holy Ghost. And therefore, 

He was able to say, ‘‘ Verily, I say unto you, He 

that believeth on Me, the works that I do shall 

he do also; and greater works than these shall 
he do.” That He was really man, and that He 
felt and suffered as man, needing the comfort of 
the Holy Ghost, and receiving it through faith, 
is a fact that gives us comfort concerning our- 
selves and other men, when we think of His life, 
and of all the circumstances through which He 
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passed. We experience, and we witness, all the 
depths of the sad life of fallen mankind, with 
cheerfulness and hope, because He has travelled 
along the same road. True, He differed from us 
in this,.that He was a sinless man; and we are 
sinful. But then He has taken away our sins, 
and God forgiveth us. ‘‘ There is now no con- 
demnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.”’ 
Our condition is that described in Psalm xxnxil.: 
““ Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto 
whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity.’’ He was 
sinless because He had never sinned, and we 
must have the courage to believe that we are 
sinless, by reason of our sins being blotted out. 
He therefore indeed, passed through our very 
circumstances. And He endured and prevailed 
over all of them through the power of the Holy 
Ghost. He was buried; He lay in the tomb. 
And He came forth from it, not by the energy 
of His personal Godhead; but because, as man, 
He trusted in God; and because God visited Him. 
He has therefore carried the light of hope and 
assurance of resurrection into the tomb, and left 
it shining there. We now look upon them that 
have fallen asleep in Jesus, and by faith we see 
them encompassed with that light, waiting as He 
waited until His Father visited Him. 

And not only so, but we know that He is with 
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us, in all trying and tempting passages of our 
history. As the Father was with Him, so Christ 
is with us. As He was not separated from the 
Father by any of the events that occurred to Him 
in the world, by nothing indeed except our sin, 
until He had expiated it by His own blood; so 
now, since that expiation, we who have been 
joined to Him, and made one with Him, as He 
is one with the Father, do know that He is with 
us, in all the events that befall us. He is with 
us in them all, and He shall be with us, even 
should we be brought into the dust of death, and 
lie waiting the resurrection. 

This day is set apart for celebrating the resur- 
rection of the Lord, and for looking forward unto 
the resurrection of the saints. 

He truly died the very same death which other 
men die. His soul was separated from His body. 
And He came forth on the other side of death. 
And He brought forth the very body in which 
mortality had reigned, alive, not with the old life 
recovered again, but with a new life, the gift 
of His Father. As truly man as He had been 
before, spiritual yet not changed into a spirit; 
He shewed His disciples His wounded hands and 
His pierced side; He conversed with them with 
the voice and words of a man; He ate in their 
presence after His resurrection. His resurrection 
has not estranged or distanced Him from us. 
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He is still one of the brethren. But He Ras 
shewed us how through Him we shall be delivered 
from that flesh and blood which cannot enter the 
kingdom of heaven. By death and resurrection 
He entered the kingdom of heaven. And He 
will bring us by the same path into the same 
kingdom. By death and resurrection, or by that 
change which St. Paul says, shall be tantamount 
to it, we shall enter into His glory. For when 
He ascended on high, He did not shake off the 
creature form which He had assumed, but as 
man He ascended, and as man He sitteth with 
the Father on His throne. He is joined unto us 
still, by the same link of His true humanity which 
made Him one with us on the earth. 

He is the first-born from the dead: and that 
signifies, that from the dead many others shall 
also be born. He is called the first-born among 
many brethren: and that signifies, that the many 
brethren shall come forth after Him. He was 
“‘the first-fruits of them that slept.’’ The first- 
fruits were reaped a little before the harvest, and 
they were offered to God under the law as a token 
that the harvest was at hand, and as sanctifying 
the fruits of the harvest. So Jesus rose again the 
first-fruits of them that slept, as a token of the 
nearness of the resurrection, and as preparing the 
way for God’s harvest out of the earth, which is 
the resurrection of them that are united unto His 
Son. 
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Observe how St. Paul speaks in the epistle to 
the Corinthians: ‘‘In Christ shall all be made 
alive, but every man in his own order: Christ the 
first-fruits; afterwards they that are Christ’s, at 
His coming’’: and then—after that, shall come 
the end. Here are three facts spoken of: first, 
the resurrection of Christ; secondly, the resurrec- 
tion of those that are His; and thirdly, another 
fact called the end. Of the three events the first 
has happened, and we are this day celebrating it. 
To the second the Church is always looking for- 
ward. The third we trust to look upon, after we 
have already been clothed upon with our glorified 
bodies. In it, other men who are not Christ’s, 
either because they have rejected Him, or have 
fallen away from Him, or otherwise have come 
short of that high calling, shall rise again in the 
order that belongs to them: ‘‘ Every man in his 
own order.” 

Let us consider, then, before we conclude, this 
resurrection of the saints. 

First, it is not merely an event that must come 
to pass, but it is a privilege that should be earnestly 
sought for, and anticipated with hope. See from 
the expressions of St. Paul in the epistle to the 
Philippians,! how earnestly he endeavoured that 
he might by some means attain unto the resurrec- 
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tion of the dead, that is to say, the resurrection 
of the saints, and how he calls this the apprehend- 
ing of that for which Christ had laid hold of him. 
And wherewith does he comfort the Thessalonians 
when they were sorrowing over them that were 
departed? He comforts them with the assurance 
of a resurrection that should be peculiar to the 
saints. ‘‘ For,’’ says he, “‘if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so them also which sleep 
in Jesus shall God bring with Him. For this we 
say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we 
which are alive, and remain unto the coming of 
the Lord, shall not prevent (or have any advantage 
of) them which are asleep. For the Lord Himseli 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise.’’ He does not 
refer them to the rising again of all men, but to 
the rising of those that are called “‘the dead in 
Christ.’’ Let us, therefore, set our hearts also on 
that privilege and blessed distinction : let us labour 
that we may not fall short of that branch of our 
Christian calling; and as we have been united 
unto Christ, and made partakers of an eternal life 
in Him, let us, with earnest longing and spiritual 
hunger, come to that altar of His, from which God 
makes us spiritually to partake of the bread of life, 
even of the flesh and blood of Him whom He hath: 
exalted unto His right hand. 
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Secondly, this event of the resurrection of the 
saints takes place at the coming of Christ in His 
glory: “ They that are Christ’s at His coming.’” 
And lest we should suppose from this that the 
resurrection of the saints is not a distinction and 
privilege, but merely a participation in the common 
event of the general resurrection, therefore says 
St. Paul, ‘‘ Them also that sleep in Jesus shall 
God bring with Him.’’ And he explains it by 
adding in the same place: ‘‘ The dead in Christ 
shall rise first; then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air.” They and 
we meet Him in His coming, and therefore God 
is said to bring us with Him. As it is also written 
in the prophets, “‘ The Lord my God shall come, 
and all the saints with Thee.’’* And the oldest of 
the prophets, as quoted by St. Jude, saith, ‘‘ The 
Lord cometh with ten thousand of His saints, 
to execute judgment.’’ The resurrection, then, 
to which we look forward, happens at the date 
of our Lord’s coming, but so far precedes His 
actual arrival on the earth, that when He cometh, 
He shall come surrounded with His saints. Should 
not we then, think of that coming of Jesus, which 
is to bring with it unto us and unto our departed 
brethren in the Church, so glorious an enlargement 
and an honour so marvellous? Should not we 
watch that that hour may not overtake us as a thief ? 
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lest we should be of the number of those upon whom 
He comes, but who come not with Him; failing 
of our part in that better resurrection. Should not 
we watch, and keep our faith alive, that we may 
look out and long for His appearing? It is 
written, ‘‘ Unto them that look for Him shall He 
appear the second time without sin unto salvation.” 
Should not we with desire eat of the bread which 
cometh down from heaven, that we may be filled 
with that eternal life which Jesus giveth us! 
Thirdly, we have been baptized into the death 
and resurrection of Jesus, that we may be dead 
unto sin, but alive unto God. We are, by the 
Holy Ghost, made partakers of that which Jesus 
received in His resurrection. We have received 
the earnest of our inheritance; and St. Paul 
informs us, that we have no more than this 
earnest, until a certain event have taken place, 
an event which he calls “‘ the redemption of the 
purchased possession,’’ and which event shall take 
place at the coming of the Lord. Until then, 
we and all the creation groan together, he says, 
““ waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption 
of the body.’”’ Till then, we, and especially they 
that sleep, do lie under the shame of death, which 
came upon man through sin. The living suffer, 
in addition, the shame and burden of pain, weari- 
ness, sickness, decay, fear, with all the hindrances 
and temptations which these involve. We bear 
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them humbly, for we confess our sinfulness, but 
we bear them in hope, knowing that we have 
been made in Jesus Christ the children of God. 
As it is written, ‘‘ Beloved, now are we the sons 
of God, and it doth not appear what we shall be: 
but we know that when He shall appear we shall | 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”’ 
We do not now seem as though we were the 
children of God, heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
with Christ. Nay, if in this life only we had 
hope in Christ, we should be the most miserable 
of all men. We attain not in this life to anything 
that can satisfy men who in their baptism have 
renounced the portion that the world has to offer. 
For, as our portion, have not we renounced it? 
We use this world indeed; we mingle in its scenes; 
we gird ourselves for its duties; and we take in 
the world the place and the honour to which each 
happens to be entitled. But we sit loose to it. 
We wait for a better portion, even as He did, who 
had not where to lay His head. We submit not 
to be mastered by it. We wait for our Master to 
appear from heaven, whenall thingsshall bechanged 
as a vesture, and wrapped together as a scroll. 
He was “declared to be the Son of God with 
power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead.’’ So in like manner, 
in the day of His second coming, shall the children 
of God be manifested by the resurrection from the 
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dead. They shall be hidden no longer, for God 
shall bring them with Him. We shall appear 
with Him in glory. We suffer with Him, that 
we may be also glorified together. For ‘‘ He shall 
come to be glorified in His saints, and to be 
admired in all them that believe in that day.”’ 
But we weary in this struggle, and become faint. 
And the hope of our calling becomes a dim, dark, 
undefined thing before us, difficult to lay hold of, 
and easily forgotten. O my brethren, since the 
Son of God has bought us with His blood, and 
God has so loved us as to bestow upon us the 
adoption of sons, let us believe that the things 
which are before us are worthy of being thought 
of, that they are something better than vague 
prospects of some great unknown good. Does 
not the heir think of his inheritance, and strive 
to prepare himself for occupying it worthily ? 
Ought not we to do the same? Will God reckon 
it for modesty in us if we are too timorous to 
think of it as ours? Nay, not for modesty, but 
for unbelief. Let us please Him by believing 
His word. Let us please Him by confidence of 
hope, by anticipation of victory, laying hold of 
the kingdom that is about to be revealed. Let 
us say, ‘‘ We have a strong city, salvation will 
God appoint for walls and bulwarks.’? And the 
day shall come when we shall say, in the company 
of all the saints, ‘‘ Lo, this is our God: we have 
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waited for Him, and He will save us: this is the 
Lord: we have waited for Him, we will be glad, 
and rejoice in His salvation.” 

And now unto the Father, and unto the Son, 
and unto the Holy Ghost, &c. 


SERMON VII. 
VICTORY OVER THE WORLD. 


‘‘ Whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this 1s 
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who. 
is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that 
Jesus is the Son of God? This is He that came by water 
and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by 
water and blood: and it is the Spirit that beareth witness,. 
because the Spirit is truth. For there are three that bear 
record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost :. 
and these three are one. And there are three that bear 
witness in earth, the spirit, the water, and the blood: and 
these three agree in one. If we receive the witness of men, 
the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God 
which He hath testified of His Son. He that believeth on the- 
Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth 
not God hath made Him a liar; because he believeth not the: 
record that God gave of His Son. And this is the record, 
that God hath given to us eternal life; and this life is in His- 
Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not 
the Son of God hath not life.’’—1 Joun vy, 4-12.1 

“The same day at evening, being the first day of the week, 
when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled 
for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and’ 
saith unto them, Peace be unto you. And when He had so 
said, He shewed unto them His hands and His side. Then. 
were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord. Then said 
Jesus unto them again, Peace be unto you: as My Father 
hath sent Me, even so send I you. And when He had said 
this, He breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye 
the Holy Ghost: Whose soever sins ye remit, they are 
remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they: 
are retained.’”’—Sr, JOHN xx. 19-23.1 


1 Epistle and Gospel of the first Sunday after Easter. 
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Let us take for the subject of our meditation, the 
gospel and epistle appointed for the day. 

And first, observe with what words our blessed. 
Lord salutes His disciples. There they are, 
these men; they have heard that He is arisen, 
but they scarcely believe it. The report brought 
to them by the women, and confirmed to them 
by Peter and by John, has infused into them no. 
courage. They are assembled with shut doors, 
through fear of the Jews. He comes into the 
midst of them, He looks upon the men that had 
forsaken Him; and the boldest of them, who had 
been their spokesman in declaring that they 
would go with Him into bonds and death, and 
who had denied Him .with a voluntary perjury, 
is among them. Yet He utters not one word of 
reproach. He makes no mention of their sin. 
‘“Jesus stood in the midst, and said unto them, 
Peace be unto you.’’ The spirit of man would 
have dictated another sort of greeting. Under 
their own self-condemnation and reproaches of 
conscience, they might look to be chid and 
reproved. But He came, having made an offer- 
ing for all sin, the procurer and the minister of 
forgiveness and of grace. And out of that peace, 
which through Him, God had made, He pro- 
nounced peace. And His words are not merely 
a salutation, they have more force than that. 
For as when God said, Let there be light, there 
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was light; so when Jesus says, ‘‘ Peace be unto 
you,’’ there is peace. It is not a wish only, but 
an effectual benediction. He does not pray for 
peace, but He administers it. And no doubt, 
their hearts were filled with it forthwith, through 
the Holy Ghost; for although they had been 
dismayed and stupified by the events that had 
recently passed before them, their general faith 
in God had been preserved. What true oblivion 
that word shed over all their past lives. Their 
weakness and unfaithfulness are never more to be 
mentioned. Their worst sins are blotted out for 
ever. 

And should the Lord appear among His 
disciples now, in the midst of His Church, after 
its long chequered, mingled history, broken up as 
it is into fragments, scattered here and there like 
a frayed and disturbed flock, whom the shepherd 
would fain bring into one again; what would His 
salutation be? Doubtless the same, and on the 
same ground. True, the law of love which He 
left behind Him has not been kept. Strife, 
mutual hatred, mutual persecutions have pre- 
vailed, where He had left righteousness and peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghost. Nay, His very truth 
has been obscured, and His Holy Spirit resisted 
and quenched. And shall He still greet us with 
‘* Peace be unto you?’’ Yes—unless the day of 
the judgment of Christendom be come, as the 


THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST. Q7 


‘day of the judgment of Jerusalem came. Till 
then, be sure our Lord’s first words in the midst 
of us would be, ‘‘ Peace be unto you.’’ Only by 
the encouragement of such a gracious address, 
can His children bear to hear that which He may 
have to say unto them. Under His displeasure 
we should be consumed. The voice of His 
reproof, when it is not introduced by the assur- 
ances of mercy and forgiveness, can only cast 
down in discouragement and despair. When He 
sent out His apostles among the villages and cities 
of Israel, He commanded them to say first, 
Peace be unto this house, though in fact they 
carried with them that which proved every house, 
and detected all ungodliness and unbelief, and 
prepared the way for judgment. Yet their word 
of peace was not thrown away, for if the house 
were unworthy their peace returned unto them. 
Such will still be the Lord’s way in speaking 
unto His Church—yea, even now, where division 
and unbelief have brought us so low. For, so 
long as recovery is possible, He recovers by for- 
giveness, by administrating the forgiveness which 
He died to procure. Through forgiveness on 
His part, through faith on ours, spiritual healing 
would come. Through these would enter into 
the Church, mutual forgiveness, mutual confes- 
sions, recognition of the brethren; the removal 


of stumbling-blocks and offences; readiness to 
G 
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learn from one another; readiness to be_ re- 
proved, corrected, and taught; and, manifestation 
of the truth to every man’s conscience in the 
sight of God. But is He not in the midst of 
His Church? He is present in the Holy Ghost, 
and He speaks to us by His ministers. And His 
word to us by them is peace, mercy, absolution, 
forgiveness. And that word is not vain. The 
word of him who is really God’s minister is in 
his office more than the word of a man. It does 
not merely express a good wish, but it conveys a 
divine benediction. Let the Church then, return 
to the exercise of faith; and would she not 
recognise the voice of her Lord, and would not 
peace return, and men be able to say once more 
of the whole Church, that it is the house of God, 
the habitation of God through the Spirit. 

‘“ When He had so said, He showed unto them 
His hands and His side.’ They shall want no 
evidence which their reason can require. They 
shall recognise Him not only as the very Jesus 
whom they had accompanied in the years of His 
ministry, but as one who has really been crucified 
and slain. Not another man feigning to be He. 
Not the same in another body, but He Himself 
in the very body that had undergone violence and 
sunk unto death. It is He that liveth and was 
dead, and who liveth for evermore. That was a 
marvellous sight for mortal men’s eyes to look 


« 


THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST. 99 


upon, an immortal man who had previously been 
mortal in the same body, and had yielded to and 
lain under death for a time. It was a marvellous 
sight. When Thomas was admitted to behold it, 
he exclaimed, ‘‘ My Lord and my God.’’ They 
saw these things, for they were to be the witnesses 
of the resurrection. We have not seen them; yet 
we believe them. And for our comfort that word 
is recorded, ‘‘ Blessed are they that have not seen, 
and yet have believed.’’ 

The exclamation of St. Thomas expressed a 
truth, for Jesus ‘‘ was declared to be the Son of 
God, with power according to the Spirit of 
holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.’’ Be- 
fore that, it had twice been declared by a 
voice from heaven, ‘‘ This is My beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.’ On the first occasion, 
in the hearing of John the Baptist, on our Lord’s 
ascending from under the waters of baptism; on 
the second, in the hearing of certain of the 
apostles, chosen for witnesses of His transfigur- 
ation, and who were specially charged by our 
Lord to tell the vision to no man, till the Son 
of man was risen from the dead. And it is said 
of them, that they kept silence, only questioning 
with themselves what the rising from the dead 
should mean. Here then, it is explained to them, 
for He is among them risen from the dead. And 
that vision recurs to the memory of Peter, James, 
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and John, and they have liberty to speak of it. 
For God hath not only spoken a word from 
heaven, but He hath done a work before their 
eyes, by which He hath marked this man for 
His Son. As it had been written, ‘‘ Because He 
hath set His love upon Me, therefore will I 
deliver Him, I will set Him on high because He 
hath known My name.’’ They put Him to death 
as a blasphemer, because He made Himself the 
Son of God, and God raised Him from the dead, 
that it might be known that He was His Son. 
They put Him to death in God’s name, and out 
of zeal tor God, but God justified Him, He 
expunged and contradicted, He reversed and an- 
nulled their sentence, by raising Him from that 
death which the alleged blasphemy had deserved. 
He called Himself the Son of God, but He is no ~ 
blasphemer, for He is the Son of God. And 
accordingly, under that name was He proclaimed 
in Jerusalem, so soon as the apostles had liberty 
from their Master to preach in His name. Re- 
member that discourse of St. Peter, ‘‘ The God of 
Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of 
our fathers, hath glorified His Son Jesus; whom 
ye delivered up, and denied Him in the presence 
of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him 
go. But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, 
and desired a murderer to be granted unto you; 
and killed the Prince of life, whom God hath 
raised from the dead.”’ 
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Accordingly, in the epistle for the day, see 
how often, in the course of the few verses of 
which it consists, that name, ‘‘ the Son of God,’’ 
is repeated; and how the value of that confession 
of St. Thomas is enlarged upon. 

The epistle begins thus: ‘‘ Whatsoever is born 
of God overcometh the world.’? We know that 
Jesus overcame the world. He overcame it; for 
He lived in it a holy, pure, undefiled man, who 
perfectly pleased God, and perfectly kept His 
commandments. He overcame it; for when the 
world had put Him to death, He rose from the 
dead. He did so, because He was born of God. 
““And this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith.’’ The man Jesus Christ 
knew by faith that He was the Son of God. By 
faith He knew His Father’s love; by faith He 
trusted in Him, remembered His promises, and 
waited for their fulfilment. This was His lan- 
guage: ‘‘ Thou art He that took Me out of the 
womb; Thou didst make Me hope when I was 
upon My mother’s breasts: I was cast upon Thee 
from the womb; Thou art My God from My 
mother’s belly.’’ And again, in His struggles to 
overcome the world, He says, ‘‘ Concerning the 
works of men, by the word of Thy lips I have 
kept Me from the paths of the destroyer.’’ ‘‘ Shew 
Me Thy marvellous loving-kindness, O Thou that 
savest by Thy right hand them which put their 
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trust in Thee, from those that rise up against 
them.’’ And to shew that it was the resurrection 
that stood before Him, and His grand deliverance 
and victory, He closes an entire act of prayer and 
communion with God with these words: As for 
Me, I will behold Thy face in righteousness; I 
shall be satisfied, when I awake with Thy like- 
ness.’’ ‘‘ When I awake,’’ that is to say, in the 
morning of the resurrection. Andagain, in looking 
forward to the close of His conflict, He says, ‘‘ My 
flesh also shall rest in hope; for Thou wilt not 
feave My soul in hell, neither wilt Thou suffer 
Thine Holy One to see corruption.’’ And, indeed, 
where can you open the book of Psalms without 
resting your eye upon language that had been 
prepared beforehand by the Holy Ghost, as the 
best expression of the spiritual experience and 
exercises of the Son of God ? 

‘* This is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith: who is he that overcometh the 
world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the 
Son of God?’’ But the apostle had already said, 
““Whatsoever is born of God overcometh the 
world’’; and here he says, ‘‘ Who is he that 
overcometh the world, but he that believeth that 
Jesus is the Son of God?’’ By these two things 
do we overcome—by faith, and by being born of 
God. A divine gift is necessary. For our faith 
can call forth no power out of our fallen, human- 
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ity with which to overcome the world. So Jesus 
believed, trusted in God, and He overcame, but 
He did so by the Holy Ghost. By the gift of 
God we shall also overcome, if, being born of God, 
we abide in faith, trust in God, and confide our- 
selves unto Him. 

Jesus says the second time unto His disciples, 
“*Peace be unto you.’ On the ground of this 
reiterated assurance of peace, He says, ‘‘ As My 
Father hath sent Me, even so send I you. And 
when He had said this, He breathed on them, 
and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” 
That declaration of peace—that word, which gave 
the blessing that it spoke of—made possible the 
calling and the mission which it introduced. But 
the life and the strength by which the mission 
should be fulfilled is not naturally in the disciples, 
neither can they find it for themselves; and there- 
fore He says, ‘‘ Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” 
Only by that means could they be qualified for 
fulfilling their mission. And accordingly our 
Lord just before His ascension, and in His last 
conversation with His disciples, said, ‘‘ Ye shall 
receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you, and ye shall be witnesses unto Me;”’ 
and He commanded them that they should not 
depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise 
of the Father, the gift of the Holy Ghost of which 
Ue had spoken, and which He had symbolically 
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represented by breathing on them. Until so em- 
powered, they did not begin to appear in public, 
or to testify concerning Him. Well, men may say, 
These were the apostles, and their mission and 
calling were peculiar. True, they were peculiar; 
“and we can therefore draw no direct inference 
to ourselves and our calling from the language 
before us, but an inference by analogy we may. 
And here permit me to say, that we ought to 
disabuse our minds of a certain superstition that 
exists concerning the apostles and other ministers 
in the Church of Christ, as if their office and 
mission were something more spiritual than the 
mission of ordinary private Christians, and more 
requiring that they should receive the Holy Ghost. 
Different it is, but in measure only, not in nature; 
requiring a special grace and peculiar operation 
of the Holy Ghost, but not more truly of the 
Holy Ghost than is the grace of any one of us, 
down to our very children. We have all received 
this mission to overcome the world. As Jesus 
was sent by His Father to do His will, so we 
have all been sent by Jesus to do His will. As 
by the Holy Ghost He presented Himself without 
spot unto God, so we receive the Holy Ghost, 
that we, each within the bounds of our calling, 
may daily present ourselves without spot unto 
God. Without spot, I say; for we are first made 
spotless through the blotting out of our sins 
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through the blood of Jesus—by the forgiveness of 
sin—by the effectual words, ‘‘ Peace be unto you.”’ 
And then, a habitation having been prepared, 
clean and holy by means of the blood of 
sprinkling—a habitation in which the Holy Ghost 
can dwell—the Holy Ghost is given, and abidés 
with us. 

The epistle for the day presents the divine 
gift and the necessity of it, under a slightly 
different point of view. ‘‘ This is the record, 
that God hath given to us- eternal life, and 
this life is in His Son. He that hath the Son 
hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life.’ God hath called us to serve Him 
in a way to which He has declared that our 
natural life is inadequate. ‘‘ They that are in the 
flesh cannot please God,’’ says the apostle. And 
yet our calling is to be holy as Jesus was holy. 
God has therefore given us another life, in the 
power of which we are able to act, and to please 
Him perfectly. Our present natural life we have 
by our birth in descent from Adam. Our better 
life we must have by being born of God; for the 
apostle says, “‘ Whatsoever is born of God, over- 
cometh the world.’’ But he says again, ‘‘ This 
life is in His Son.”’ That life was in Adam, with 
which all generations failed to serve God. But 
there is another life, which is in Him who is 
raised from the dead, and declared to be the Son 


106 FIRST PRINCIPLES OF 


of God. We had the former unprofitable life by 
our natural connection with Adam. We obtain 
the latter by being united unto Christ. Adam 
could not give to his heirs anything of which he 
was not himself possessed. He had contracted a 
stain, and brought mortality upon himself. He 
transmitted only what he had, and nothing better. 
But Jesus, having perfectly done the will of God, 
even unto death, received a new life as His 
reward. He attained, as man, to that which 
manhood never had possessed even from the 
beginning, eternal life—life that could not become 
affected with mortality. He attained to that in 
His resurrection. And God hath given Him 
power over all flesh, that He should give eternal 
life. As the first man gave mortality—so the 
second man, who is the Lord from heaven, giveth 
eternal life. ‘‘ To as many as received Him, to 
them gave He power to become the sons of God.”’ 

But we see our link with the first man, and 
understand it; or at least men think they do so, 
although in fact it be as much of a divine wonder 
and secret as our connection with the second. 
What, then, is our connection with the second? 
Let the Holy Scripture instruct us. Are not we 
said to be ‘‘ baptized into Christ? ’’ to be “‘ buried 
with Him by baptism into death; that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
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newness of life?’’ This teaches us, that, as we 
were united to the first man by our birth, so we 
are made one with Jesus Christ in our baptism. 
The one connection was such, that by God’s will, 
there came upon us the loss, hurt, and curse 
under which He had come with whom we were 
united by birth. The other connection is such, 
that by God’s will, there cometh upon us that 
eternal life unto which Jesus Christ has attained. 
By the one we inherited flesh and blood, which 
cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. By the 
other we receive the Holy Ghost, and are made 
partakers of the divine nature. ‘‘ The gift of 
God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.’’ By faith we understand what it is that 
God has done for us by baptizing us into Christ. 
By faith we yield to the movements and operation 
of that new life which we have received. By 
faith in God, by faith in the record that God 
gave of His Son, we are enabled to confide in 
God, and to yield ourselves up to Him. And so 
it is true, first that we overcome the world, 
because we are born of God; and secondly, that 
the victory that overcometh the world is our faith. 

Baptism brought us under the responsibilities 
of the Christian calling, which are the highest 
responsibilities that man has ever as yet had laid 
upon him, But when God imposes a responsi- 
bility, He evermore bestows a proportionate power. 
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He does not withhold the power until He first sees 
us make ourselves deserving of it. No—we cannot 
begin to serve God in that way. The beginning 
must be on His part. And therefore, He began 
with the gift of pardon, and entire reconciliation, 
and utter oblivion of all the past. And, that 
redemption being declared, they that believe in it 
are baptized for the remission of their sins, and 
that they may receive the Holy Ghost. God 
meets us with these gifts. He approaches to us 
first, not we to Him. The first gift is pardon, 
the second a life capable of serving Him. We 
believe in these gifts—we believe that we have 
received these gifts, and then address ourselves to 
our Christian duties and responsibilities, not as 
sons of Adam, but as members of Jesus Christ, 
and children of God in Him. God is not a hard 
master, reaping where He has not sown, and 
gathering where He has not strewed. He is not 
like Pharaoh, who in his cruelty demanded the 
tale of bricks without supplying the straw. On 
the contrary, He goes before us with His gifts, 
He asks of us that which He has enabled us to 
do. We do not begin by engaging God in a 
covenant with us, and ourselves in a covenant 
with Him; but He Himself offers us a new 
relation, He gives us freely a position, and straight- 
way confers upon us a new life, in the power of 
which we can occupy the position which we have 
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received. He takes us for His children, by making 
us one with His Son; He makes us His children 
by our participation in the life which the man 
Jesus Christ received in His resurrection; He 
makes us His children by our being born of God. 

And our Christian responsibility is, to overcome 
the world. We are bound to overcome the world. 
That is not to be the achievement of some 
remarkable saints, but of the humblest Christian. 
We are bound to overcome the world. In our 
baptism we have engaged to do so. Our parents 
brought us under that engagement. They took 
care that we should be introduced to all the 
advantages of their own Christian position. And 
in the same act we were brought under its 
responsibilities. We are bound to overcome the 
world—and only he that is born of God over- 
cometh the world. But God accepted our parents 
in that act of theirs towards us. It was a thing 
well pleasing to Him that they should bring us 
unto Him. And He bestowed upon us the 
forgiveness of our sins, and the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. Baptism is an act of God, setting us in a 
gracious relation to Him, and making us capable 
of Christian duties. By that we became sus- 
ceptible of Christian training. The Holy Ghost 
within us testified to the divine truths that were 
addressed to us. The Holy Ghost within us gave 
us that measure of faith that was necessary for us 
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from time to time, except in so far as we did to 
quench and resist Him. We have received the 
grace necessary for meeting our Christian re- 
sponsibilities. That grace is in Jesus Christ, and 
is administered by Him through the various 
ordinances of His Church. By our baptism we 
were united unto Him. And we abide in Him 
or not, according as we do continue in, or 
renounce the faith of what was then done; and 
according as we receive increase and refreshment 
of divine grace through the other erdinances which 
Jesus Christ has left to be used in His Church. 
That is to say, if we really use them; if we come 
to them not merely as discharging a Christian duty, 
and fulfilling a piece of formal righteousness; but 
as having faith that we shall, by means of them, 
obtain divine grace, in those measures, which our 
progress in years, and the increase of our Christian 
responsibilities demand. Otherwise they cannot 
profit us. A well of water in the desert is a 
refreshing spectacle to the exhausted traveller; 
but if he do not draw water and drink thereof, 
he will still faint and perish. His strength is 
not recovered by coming to the well and experi- 
encing a certain sensation of delight and ecstasy 
in sitting down beside it, but by drinking of the 
water which it affords. And in like manner the 
ordinances of God may afford us a certain gladness 
of delight, even when we wait upon them as a 
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mere formal duty; but they do not in that way 
really refresh and invigorate us. They are the 
wells of salvation; but we must draw the water 
and drink. They are the means of increasing and 
recovering the strength of our spiritual life; but 
we must come to them in the spirit of really 
accepting the grace that is administered through 
them, really seeking it, and believing in it, as 
the gift of God. 

These are means by which the spiritual life 
which is in the Son of God is communicated to 
us, not once alone, but continually. They are 
the means by which we abide in the Son, from 
whom life flows into all the members of His body, 
as the blood flows from the heart into all the 
members of our body. Without the use of these 
ordinances, or rather when these ordinances are 
neglected, and when we of our own will fail to 
use them, then our spiritual life languishes, decays, 
and is in hazard of extinction, and the world 
overcomes us. We know that it does. We feel 
it in ourselves, and we see it in one another. We 
see it in our families and in our children. We 
see in them the struggle of the flesh against the 
spirit; the endeavour of the Holy Ghost to over- 
come the world, and the endeavour of the world 
to overcome the Holy Ghost. It belongs to those 
who are parents to discern that in their children, 
and when they offend and grieve them by their 
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faults and sins, they should not merely be angry, 
but they should understand what is going forward 
within them. The children do not understand 
what they are experiencing. They are apt to be 
tossed and driven about in their little hearts with 
every gust of temptation. They have no skill 
in such things; they know not what the struggle 
will end in. But the parents, who should have 
skill, and who know that these small beginnings 
may end in the falling away of their children 
from Christ, and in their eternal death, should 
with all the love and zeal that is in them, come 
in, and understand for them, and discern what 
they need. Did you not ride through that same 
storm yourselves, which you see them beginning 
to experience? You did—but you know how many 
beside and around you went down into darkness, 
made shipwreck of faith, and sank before your 
eyes in the depths of defilement and moral ruin. 
As you desire then that your children whom you 
brought unto Christ should abide in Him for ever; 
as you desire that those who inherit from you 
a mortal nature, should not fail of that better life 
which you hope yourselves to possess eternally, 
shall not your observation of their struggles urge 
you to bring them to the use of all the ordinances 
of the Church? They are the means by which 
God does preserve, feed, increase, develop that 
life which He has bestowed upon us; just as the 
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natural life is sustained and developed by certain 
means appointed for it. In truth, our children 
should, with the earliest ripeness of their under- 
standing, have their longing directed to these 
ordinances. So soon as they can appreciate the 
grace and the responsibility of their baptism, they 
should be taught and encouraged to ask for more 
grace in the other ordinances of the house of their 
heavenly Father; they should be made to know 
His care, His love, and the provision that He has 
made for them; and they should not be permitted 
to fall away among their spiritual enemies un- 
armed, and to contract those wounds and scars 
by which so many are discouraged from waiting 
upon the Lord’s Table for long periods of their 
lives, unto their great spiritual loss and peril. 

In fine, let us all know where our strength lies. 
Let our zeal be awakened to live as risen with 
Christ, and as men whose citizenship is of the 
heavenly Jerusalem; that so, having fought the 
good fight of faith, and laid hold on eternal life, 
we may share in the glory of our Lord in the 
day of His appearing. 

And now unto the Father, and unto the Son, 
and unto the Holy Ghost, &c. 
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